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A ‘MORAL SITITATION

§ 1. The Future of the Paleface Posttion

OW that mv essay Paleface 1» to appear

almost intact as part of this book, I hope

A by what 1 <hall say mn the opening pages to
make 1t impossible to msinterhret ats drift too much.

« I have been denounced as a “champion® ot saviour.”
and*that charge L must deal with onee and for all, of
only to be able to prosceute my tunetion of “unpar-
tial observer.”  After a couple of years or cighteen
months more of mtense anti-Paletace propaganda,
such champions will m fact anse. That 1 regard
as fanly obvious. A vanely of cither astute or
imdignant men (petsons actually pale with rage, or
clse persons refleeting that they mght as well get
sometlingout of the possession of our traditional hue,
siee up to the present it has not exactly been an
asscl) are al thns moment, upon that we can depend,
preparing 1o assume that 10le.

To all these bolivars I wish a prosperous outeome
to therr spirited endeavours At lirst their lot will
be a hard one.  They will hav e todealize us a lttle,
T expect—our pele faces have been so systematically
blackencd. And it will of course be dufficult to prove
that the Paleface 1s better than his Black or Yellow
brother, not only because 1t 1s not true, but also
because 1t 1s <o unpopular a notion.

My position 1s ghat I am rcady and most anxious
to assist ali those who suffer from paleness of com-
plexion and all those under a cloud because therr
grandfathers externunated the Redskins, or hought
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own persons are concerned, sunkburn and a certamn
swarthiness. How hrunette, however, would the
masculine mind suffer gentlemen to become, m a
search fore.he virile ?—is 1t possible for gentlemen to
be too ‘dago’ and too ‘dark’? And then there must
be a certain number of blond g ntlemen.

Butl ultmately whiteness 15, m a pigmentary
sense, aristoeratic, pernaps —the proper colour for
a ‘gentlerian’: and blackness irretrievably prole-
taman. May not this be an absolute, established i
our senses? Then the dispute about cuticles would
be seen to be another facet of the general assault
upon privilege.  Whiteness of skin 1f, ke ermine, it
is a symbol of rank, must be suspect to the democrat.
The most humble Babbitt possesses something envi-
able, to which, besides, intellectually and socially,
he has no right-—-namely his ‘pale’ face. But T need
not msist: colour 1s not only controversial, 1t 1s for
the human bemng of symbolical importance—it 1s
able to dwarf stature, put intelligence 1n the shade,
challenge quartermmgs: pallor and divity are quute
possibly 1n some way associated i our human eyes

WYNDHAM LEWIS





EPUB/image_0005_00.jpeg
PALEFACE

THE PHILOSOPHY OF THR
‘MELTING-POT’

By
WYNDHAM
LEWIS

LONDON
CHATTO & WINDUS
1923





EPUB/image_0004_00.jpeg





EPUB/image_0007_00.jpeg
PREFACE

ART II of thi cssav was wnitten during a

visit to the Unmited States (summer 1927):

sinee e first appearance i Enemy No. 2 1l
has been somewhat modified and other material has
been incorporated in it. The parl entitled ‘A Moral
Situation’ and the passages commg beneath the
hoaading A Model Melting-pot® have been written
during the last few months, and are published here
for the first tume.

For what our winte skin s worth. symmbohieally or
otherwise, it 15 1n Amecerniea that its destinies are to-
day most clearly foreshadowed : the essential unf
versabity of the problemns provided for the Palefaces
of America by the mdian factor in Latin America,
by the Negro . North Ameriea and the West Indies,
and by the proxmuty of Awa to the westorn shores
of the United States, makes thar attitudes m face of
them of <ome moment to Buropeans.  And though
there 1s no White Man's Burden in Europe at present,
the solation of Kurope 1s rather arlificial ; and so,
pohitically, even, the questions lightly touched upon
in thus book are not msyrmfieant.  1n other respects,
humanly, and artistically, there 15 an mmexhaustible
fund of simple amusement m consciousness of pig-
ment.  Colour 1s not perhaps so fundamental a
thing as form, but 1t 15, beyond dispute, 1in many
respeets of niore mmmediate 1mmportance to men.
Gentlemen prefér blondes, for instance—that was a
question of pigment, and what a popular subjecet 1t
proved! But gentlemen prefer, as far as their
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