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The Fourth Mecting of the Standing Committee of the Conference of
Oriental Orthodox Churches took place at the Syrian Orthodox Patriarchate
Damascus, Syria, from'June 20 to June 23, 1968 at the invitation of His
Holiness Moran Mar Ignatius Yacob III, Patriarch of Antioch and All the
East, The deliberstions of the meetings went on smoothly as a result of
the arrangements made in advance by a local committee consisting of His
Grace Mar Malatius Barnaba (Chairman), Very Rev-Saliba Shamoon (Secretary)

and others in consultation with the the General Secretariat.

In additions to the programmes of the meeting, the host Church had
kindly arranged interesting visits to places of religious and historical

importance in both Damascus and Honms.

A brief account of the meetings, the discussions and tentative con-

clusions of the Conference in Damascus are given in the following pages.
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T, Ceoptic Orthodex Church

1. Bishop Athanasius of Beni-Souef o

II. Syrian Orthedox Church j it

2, Bishop Severius Zekka of Mosul (Vice-Chairman) =

3, His Grace Gregorius Boulos Banan, Archbishop of Baghdad |
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TR, - Arvenian Orthodox‘Church

Lk, Rev. Fr. Datev Sarkissian
5. Rev. Fr, Yephrem Tabakian substitutes for
Bishep Karekin Sarkissian .

~.Rev, Fr. Mesrob Ashjian

TBVes Ethiopian Orthodox Churck
6. Abba Gebre Medhin Gebre Yohannes
7« Dr. Getachew Haile

V. Syrien Crthodox Church of India

8. Bishop Thecphilos Philipcs

9. Dr. K.C., Joseph (Vice-Chairrman)

General Secrctary

10, Ato Mikre Selassie Gebre Amnanuel

Consultants

11. Mr, Prilips Thomas, Gencral Secretary cf the Orthodex
Youth Movenent in India |

12, Fr. Joseph Yendrappilly, Seeretary, Christian Educatien
Curriculun Ceunittee who acted as Recording Secretary

for the meeting.
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20th June 1968

820 a, i,

Opening Sessicn

(a)
(b)
(c)
(a)
(e)
4
(g)

11:00 a.n,

Prayer

Welcone frem the host Church

Reply ¢n bechalf of the Cenmittee

Roll call

Appeintoent of (i) Recording Secretary (ii) Drafting Cenmittee
Adopticn of agenda

Presentaticn ¢f General Secretary's repert and discussi.n thereon.

Secend Sessicn

Further discussicn on the werk . f the Standing Conmmittee and the

problen ¢f getting cur Churches ccnumitted tc the implementation

of eur cepmch, cencern,

200 Dans

L4:00 w.n.

Visit tv His Heliness Mcran Mar Ignatius Yaceb III,

Patriarch of Antioch and All the East.

Third Sessicn

(a)
(v)

6100 p.n,

Repcrt ¢nn the question (f Easter date and discussicn therecn

Repert on Fasting and discussi.n therecn.

Fourth Sessicn

(a)
(b)

Repurt ¢n the Curriculum Ceunittee's werk

Repurt on the Institute ¢f Advanced Theolegical Studies.

Friday, 21st June 1968

8:30 a.n.

Fifth Sessicon

(a)
(b)

Report on the publicaticn «f pamphlets by the vari.us Churches
Repurt regarding the Armenian Church's participatien in the

work of the Standing Ceomiiittee,

11:00 a.n, Sixth Session

(a)
(b)

Discussicn c¢n Cardinal Bea's letter about wmixed wmarriages

The problen ¢f Christian presence in the Middle East.
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F:00 Pl Soventh Sessien

(a) Relati.ns with sther Churches
(b) Nomination of a Consultant fror C.0.0.C. to the Faith and

Order Com:ission <f the World Ceuncil of Churches.

6:00 p.u, Edghth Session

(a) Recrganization .f the General Secretariat
(b) Finance and Budget
(¢) Date and venue ¢f the fifth neeting ¢f the Standing Counittee.

Saturday, 22nd June 1968

8:00 a.n. Trip te Hons
7:00 penn, Participation in the inaugursticn f the Patriarchate

Building.

Sunday, 23rd June 1968

9:00 a.n, The Holy Eucharist presided :ver by His Holiness the
Patriareh.

1100 ame s Ninth «and Closing Sessiun

(a) Adoption of rescluticns of the Staxding (Comdittee
(b) idoption of rescluticn ¢f thanks tc the host Church

2:30 peri, Visit to the Greek Orthodox Monastery of 3t, Mary

4:30 p.m.. Closing worship and prayer, and departure frcm Damascus.
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CONFERENCE CF CRIENTAL ORTHODOX CHURCHES

Fourth Meeting of the Standing Comuittee

Syrian Patriarchate, Damascus
June 20 - 23, 1968
Brief Notes con the Meeting

Opening Session
The fourth neeting of the Standing Committee of the Oriental Orthodox

Churches wasepened with a solenn rrayer by His ®race Anba Athanasius of
Beni~-Scuef at the Patriarchate .f the Syrian Orthedox Church, Damascus,
Dre KoCoe Juseph _resided cver the nmeeting,

Bishep Severius Zekka of Musul welcomed the rarticipants on behalf
cf the host Church, His Grace Severiuas Zakka stated that it was a pleasure
and a ’gitflege to welcone the participants in the nane of His Heliness
Moran Mar Ignatius Yaccb III, Patriarch . f Anti.ch and All the East, He
addressed the delegutes as fsllows:

"Dear Brethren,

I have been given a grest privilege and hencur tc welcone you all on
behalf _f His Holiness Meran Mar Ignatius Yaccb III, the Patriarch of
Antiech and 411 the fZast, at this new building .f the most aneient
Patriarchate .n this auspici.us .ccasion - f the Lth Meeting <f cur Standing
Cencittee,

A you are all aware, Damascus, the city .f Saint Paul, has replaced
Antioch, the ancient capitel «f Syria, and the headquarters . f the Holy See
«f St, Peter was noved to Damascus in 1959 by H.H, the present Patriarch,

Having ycu 211 here as rejresentatives . f the sister Oriental Orthodox
Churctes, = bright rage has been added t. the history of the Holy See of
Antiech,

Brethren, at n. tice in the histiry - f the Christian Church has there
been sv deep and sincere = desire t. gather the Christian deneminati.ns
tigether ang develop a genuine understanding «f the fact that all the
Churches sheuld fully cc.perate and unite eff. rts towards the c¢ne geal f
serving the word .f Gud as it is teday. Since cur Churches share the sare

faith and full c.crunien and have suffered t.gether thrcugh the ages

B
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fer the sake _f keeping the faith .f evur Fathers pure and hely, it is due
time to awecke now and ec.ierate again s¢ that sur Churches ray flourish
and grow frem strength to strength.

In our age it wos the blessing .f G:d that His Inperial Majesty Haile

Selassie I called the Conference .f the Heads .f cur Oriental Orthodex

t Churches in Addis .baba in 1965 tc strenghten the links amungst then.

We hope that through the mesetings . f the Standing Cemmittee we will
cenplete the desire .f ¢ur Lerd Jesus Christ that "all be _ne" and fulfil
the reccomnendations -f the Counference,

May the almighty Ged best.w His blessings upon us, and ngy the guidance
»f the Holy Spirit lead us through .ur wectings s as t. be .f fruitful
service.

Once again, brethrep,l welceme y.u .n behalf : f His Holiness the

Patriarch ond wish you a go.d and c uf rtable stay in Dasscus. Thank you."

Dr. K.C. Juseph, the Vice-Chairian «f the Standing Cewr ittee, c¢n behalf
«f the particijants, exijresscd the gratitude f r the prof._und welcome exten-
deds He alsc steted that His Grace anba Sanuel, the Chaircman f the Corwxittee,
c.uld nut be present cwing t. busy engagements in Caire in connection with i
the grand 19th centenary celebration .f St, Mark. Dr, K.Cs Juseph reriarked:
"The Standing Coriittee shculd be a wmoving c.mcittee and it should move with
the work .f the projects that we take up., We stand for a new lock at our
life and trediticmg, It is for that His Irierial Majesty Haile Sellassic I
brought szany f us to iddis Lbaba,M

Dr, Joserh alsc rentiined the lavish and l.oving suppcrt that the
Ethiopian Church is giving t. cur work. He als. reuarked that it would be
gocd to have different persems to chair the meetings at different sessicns,
hLecordingly Bishop ..thanasius f Beni~-Souef, Bishop Theophilcs, Rev. Fr,
Datev Sarkissia:, +0ba Gebre Medhin and Dr, Getachew Haile were chcesen to
chair the differsnt sessicns in addition to the Vice-Chairmer, - Fr, Joseph
Vendrappilly, Secretary «f the Christian Educaticn Curriculun Conmittee,
was appointed the Recording Secretary.

The fcllowing were appointed to be a drafting comnittee: His Grace
Theophiles Philipcs (ccnvener),Rev, Fr. Sarkissian and Dr. Getachew Haile.

The General Secretary, Atc Mikre Selassie, presented the draft agenda

already circulcuted =nd invited alterati ns . r additions, Sowe changes were

nade in the draft agenda acccrdingly,
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Secend Session

Presentaticn of the Annual Report

The work was resumed under the chairrmanship ¢f Bishep «f Athanasius
of Beni-Souef.
The Geral Secretary, Ato Mikre Selassie, gave an oral report on the

work of the Secretariat during the past year. friong other things he said

(that it was an year .f experienece and expectaticns. He cculd travel widely
in the Middle E¥ast and Europe, neet and consult all the suprere Heads of the
' Oriental Orthedox Churches., Go.d hespitality and promises  f assistance

fwere given by all-ef them, At ths cutset, that gave scne enc.uragement,

one tasks .f the secretarist at 4iddis Ababa were entrusted to branch offices

t Beirut, Cairo and Kottayan, Being a Profess.r in a theclogical seninary,

' he werked only as a pert-tiame secretary,

The past year was alsc a critical year t.. the Secretariat, The enquiries
from the secretariat were nct responded tc properly -r in tire by scie nerber
Churches, Hence scue publicaticns which were scheduled to be brcught out
this year cculd not be done., The secretsriat could get only U.8.%,1655,00
after he to.k charge. Financially it was a critical year. The General
Secretary was fcrced to doub; whether all the werber churches were really
and fully ccncerned about this ¢rganisation,

After the presentati.n . f the repsrt the follcwing rerarks were nade
¢n it by scrme participants.

His Grace Mar Thecphilis: We are deeply grateful t. the General Secretary

for the great werk done and the frank report . f the statement of affairs,
The situaticn is disappointing and frustrating, Five years agoe we uet in
Addis Ababa with great hepes. We thought a new age was beginning, But we
have been duped in that hope, We have to sit and think aleud to discover

ways and neans, ‘e have to think sericusly (f the desirability of the
Assceiation,

Dr, K.C, Joseph: The Churches by and large did nct express their ccncern

for witnessing tc the Gospel. It is a great thing that the Oriental Churches
did not have tc unsay anything in their dcctrinal forwmulations., Rut we
should not always be locking back, We have tc lock ar-und andhfprward. We
are the salt of the earth, We have to recapture the spirit -f the Apocstles,

Really active cooperaticn «f the Orthodox Churches is necessary,
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Dr, Getachew reiarked that we have to fuster the idea of co-ciperaticn

in the wenber churches. He expressed great regret at cur not getting dewn

tc doing most of the woerk previcusly agre:d upon. He suggested that we have

- to rethink our decisiocns,

Fr, Sarkissian: We have not sericusly taken the decisicns of the past,

Voreover the nenmbers of the Standing Comnmittee are tied up with so nany other

1_activities of their dicceses.

He sug._ested that the question should be taken up when the uenbers cf
the Standing Committee ret the Heads of the Churches at Cairo and Uppsala,
After a long discussion a resclution was passed to this effect, (See

Resolutiocn No, 1).

Visit to His Holiness the Patriarch

: At 345 P.o. His Holiness Moran Mar Ignatius Yacob 11T, Patriarch of
Antioch and All the East, graciously granted the delegates an audience, His
Grace Bishop sthanasius welccmed His Holiness on behalf of the Standing
Committee, He remarked that at Addis ibaba people looked forward with great
expectations and hopes for a strong revival in cur Churches in the near
future, We have now net under the ¥oof of the Pakriarchate of the Syrian

Orthodox Church to SeekK further ways cf reaching our goals. The Head of this

§ gdomtouws Church is highly conmpetent to give us leadership,

His Holiness the Patrisrch's Address

"We are very glad to see you in our Patriarchate, Ve are very hapypy
that you accepted cur invitaticn and came‘tc stay here for a few days.,
You know very well that cur Church is tho me&t ancient cne and is considered
to be the first church estoblished., But due tc some calamities we lost nuch
in the past centuries. Our desire waw to see all the Oriental Orthodox

Churches gathering together and studying their comnon problems so that they

.nay come to a gocd understénding. After ocur installation as Patriarch we

sent two Metropolitans to Addis Ababa to meet His Imperial Majesty the
Enperor to convey to hin our best wishes and a letter requesting His Inmperial
Majesty to invite the leaders of our ancient churches to Addis Ababa, Due to-
Sone reasons or other it was postponed for some years and later, as you know,
we met at Addis .baba in the year 1965 and thus our desire was fulfilled,

The Christendon considered it as an event of histcry, .We thank God that our

name and fame is spread everywhere and we hope in future we will have good

[ 2
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fraits from this neeting. Such rneetings are weeessary and we nust study i
: well the problens of our churches sc that we may succeed in the future, ; I
Now we thank you for coming here and pray for God's blessings and prosperity

upon your deliberations.™

ifter His Holiness's speech, His Grace Mar Theophilos brought to the

kind notiee of His Holiness the sad state bf affairs pointed out in the

feport of the General Secretary, His Grace said that many things have been :
left undone as the promised quotas of contributions have not been received i
: by the Secretariat. His Grace appealed to His Holiness to give some thought e
to this matter when the Heads of the Churches met at Cairo some time next
week, His Holiness promised his hearty support and assured the members

that he would take up the matter with the Heads of the Churches when he mnet

thern at Gairo. }

Third Session

1., Annual Report (continued)

The subject discussed in the Second Session was continued under the
Chairmanship of His Grace Mar Bheophilos, Much time wss spent on considering
how the menber churches could be made more aware of the need of the C.0,0.C,

The report of the General Secretary was accepted and he was warnmly
songratulated for the splendid work carried ocut in spite of great financial
strain and difficulties., It was resolved that the General Secretary be asked

to present his report in writing in the future. (See Resolution No.2).

2e Easter Date

The preliminary study book~let con the Date of Easter amd Calendar
Revision, prepared by Rev. Fr. Paul Verghese, was distributed to the members,
After over-night study of the subject, the matter was discussed and the neet-
ing decided to circulate the proposals among the member churches for further

study and discussion. (See Resolution No. 3).

3, The Question of Fasting _ 1

A report was orally presented by His Grace Bishop Athanasius of Beni-
Souef on the question of fasting. It was noted that only the Coptica and
the Ethiopian Churches had responded to the gquebBticnaise:forwarded to all
the churches, and that this report was based on the answers received fron
these two churches. He mentioned that it was too difficult at this stage
to make changes or medifications in the observances and vractices of .fasting
now prevailing in these two churches,. It wes .péinted. out thatosome mister

churches had alrecdy effected certain modifications d1in the
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hservance of fasting. In the light of the discussion, His Grace Anba
sthanasius was requested to continue the work and produce a final report din
she next meeting embodying not only details of the existing practiceé in
fasting but also suggestions for modifications to make liturgical 1life more

peaningful in order to carry our young folk also with us., (See Resolution

" Noo 4)s

‘Fourth Session

1Te Cwrriculum Committee'!s Work

The working of the Curriculum Committee was taken up under the chairman-

lship of Reve Fr, Datev Sarkissian, Fr, Joseph Vendrappilly, Secretary of the

Currieulum Committee, presented the printed copies of the report of the last
Curriculum Consultation whick was held at Antelias, The book, which was
edited by Fr. Paul Verghese, was accepted with gratitude and referred to the

Committee for further implementation, Dr. K.C. Joseph suggested that the

fCurriculum must be such as to inculcate a sensitivity in the children to
& humen needs around them, like poverty, illness, illiteracy, etec, Church
g history must not be the history of controversie= but the history of what

' God has done and is doing in the history of man, (See Resolution No. 5)

2. Institute of idvanced Theologicsl Studies

The question of the Institute of idvanced Theological Studies came up
for discussion, Rev. V.C. Samuel had been entrusted with this task. 4s he
could not be rresent he had sent a letter to the General Secrétary., The
relwant passages in the letter were re:d in the meeting, He inquired whether
the Committee members would reconsider their decision concerning the location
of the proposed Institute of Advanced Theologicol Studies, in view of the
recent erisis in the Middle-Esst, Dr. K.C., Joseph said that we have five
theological collezes 2nd we should find out whether the Institute for idvanced
Theolegical Studies could be locsted in any one of these Theological Colleges
in such a way os to give it 2 standing in university circles, Fr. Sarkissian
asked whether co-o_er=ztion with the recently formed "Association for Theolo-~

=

gical Educaotion in the Near East" would be rossible, It was also suggested

that Haile Sellassie I University (The Theological College) should be considered

s a possible centre for the Institute. The General Secretary made mention
of the letter that he received from the Secretary of the Association of

Theological Education in the Near East, . (See Resolution No, 6).
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Fifth Sessien

S Publicstion st Pamphlets

Abba Gebre Medhin Presided over the Session, The report on the
publication of bamphlets by the various churches cane up for discussion..
On this issue it was reported on behalf of Fr, Mesrob Ashjian, who was
entrusted with the publication of the pamphlet concerning the history of
our churches, that he is working on it and a progress report will be sent
to the General Secretary in due time, It was also reported that the
pamphlet by His Greee Mar Athanasius Ephrem concerning the liturgical life
was also getting ready.

His Grace Mar Theophilos explained what had happened in the Orthodox
Church of India, it a recent meeting of the Synod, a new book of daily
prayer for laity was circulated for careful study.

There was no report regarding the progress in the work related to the
publicatbn of the pamphlets concerning (1) monastic life in our churches,
(2) our existing theological education, (3) our present practice on
Christian education, (4)‘Tirectory of our churches, and (5) the social and
evangelistic work in our churches,

Fr. Sarkissiam wanted that the Yamphlets to be published by the churches
should contain what was haprening in the member churches,

The report on our rresent practice of Christian education which was
Presented to the Standing Committee im the form of Appendix I in the Report
of the Editorial and Training Committee was accepteds It was then resolved
that in order to avoid duplication, it should be referred to the Secretary
of the Curriculum ang Training Committee, Fr. Joseph Vendrappilly, for
further action.

During the last conference Dr. Getachew was entrusted with the work
of nominating somebody to bring out a pamphlet on the social and evangelis-
tic wark in our churches, But as no nomination has been made so far,

Rev, Fr, Gebre Medhin Gebre Yohannes was requested to take up that work,
(See Resolution Wo. 7).

On the questiq of brisgirg out = Directory the General Secretary

brought three things to the notice of the Committee, He said that if the

work is to be effectively done sexk=body should travel to gather information

from the-churches and there must be responsible committeesin the various

2
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Schurches tc respond properly to enquiries a2nd a fund has to be found for

! these., He said th t Heads of the Churches should be requested to appoint

?a responsible body for this in each chursh, 4t this jungture Rev, Fr,

Sarkissian described what he had done in his church to brimg-out "a Diredtory
of the aArmenian Church, His Grace Anba Athanasius was requested to draft

a letter to be sent to the Heads of the Churches in this connection, (Sce

Resolution No, 7 & also No, 1).

2o The irmenian Church's Participation

Then came the question of the report regarding the Armenian Church's
participation in the work of the Standing Committee. It was suggested that
the committee should not go into internal affairs of the church. But at the
same time the committee expressed its great concern in the matter and

suggested that it should be a matter for prayer,

Sixth Session

1, Mixed Marriages

In this session the work was resumed under the chairmanship of His
race Anba Athanasius. The letter of Cardinal A, Bea dated February 22, 1967,
addressed to the Heads of the Churches, and referred by the Ethiopian
Orthodox Church to the Standing Committee, was taken ¥p for discussion, The

entire letter was read in the Committee by Dr. Getachew,

"Your Holiness,

One of the canonical rules cf the Holy Roman Catholiec Church, from
which only the Holy See could dispense, rendered invalid the marriage of a
Roman Catholic which was not celebrated by a Catholic priest, This law
had some unple-sant consequences in the case of marriage between a Catholic
and a member of an Orthodox Church. Since marriages of this kind were
becoming more numerous the Second Vatican Council decided to shangethis
lamjé% fa# as it affected Oriental Catholics marrying an Orth. lox, After
two years of experience, it has become apparent that even this decision
caused grave difficulties in that it established a different canonical
#ituation for oriental and western Catholics on this point, at the very
time when this type of marriage was increasing in the west, where more and

more Orthodox faithful are taking up residence.

As a result, the Holy Father, Pope Paul VI, taking into consideration

the fact that Catholics and Orthodox alike firmly believe that marriage is a




sacrament instituted by Christ, Our Saviour, has taken the following

when a Catholic marries an Orthodox,
as long as it ig celebrated before = Sacred Minis
minister is a Catholic priest or an Orthqdox priest,
must - fulfil the ot

l - 1 -

deeision, For the future, the markigge

is valid, ter, whether this

Evidently, the couple

her prescriptions of law, and the general rule that g
member of the Catholie Church must celebrat

€ his marrizge before a Cathelie

priest. However, as the fact that this rule may not be

has just been said,

observed no longer renders the marriage invalid for the case in which it is
celebrated before an Orthodox briest,

the Holy Father has also
ordained thet in cases of marriages between Catholic and Orthodox every

Furthermore,

in his prudent Judgement it ig opportune

he can allow the Catholic
celebra

te his marriage in the Orthodox ch

urch by an Orthodox »riest, It is
the hope tha

t through fraternal contacts,
pastor will take care th

of both perishes,

the Catholiec Pastor and the Orthodox
at the marriage is properly entered in the registers
Through these new canonical dispositions,
which in the Pa
between Catholics and Orthodox,

the Holy Father hopes that
these marriages, st have often been the occasion of strife

will no longer be so for the future,
more, it is hoped tho

mutual understanding both with regard to

the
ther problems which still are 2

¢f these dispositions ang with regard to
lution to o
eause for difficulty in this matter,

We are pleasegq to inform Yo

and the spirit
of this decree,

Y1 February 25th apg will

go into effect on the feast of the Annunciation of the

n March 2%, 1967,

Blesseg Virgin Mary.

A eopy of the official Latin te

Xt of the decree is joined to this letter,
With the €Xpression

of my res

pectful esteem ang fraternal love in Christ
Jesus, Our Lorg, I remain,

Yours:s Holiness,

Tours very sincerely,

A, Bea. n

e T
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Dp», Joseph described the difficulties in making 2 proncuncement in the

.fmatter, The chonge in the Roman Catholic system was recorded with special

interest, & Committee consisting of Dr. K.C, Joseph, Fr, Sarkissian and

Dr, Getachew was osked to discuss the question further and Dp, Joseph was |

i

asked to draft a letter conveying the concern of the Standing Committee, to
be handed over to the Heads of the Oriental Orthcdox Churehes, The letter
drafted by Dr. K,C. Joseph was discussed and approved by the Standing
gsmmittee, (See the letter in the form of Resolution Ne, 8,)

24 Christian Presence in the Middle-Enst

After this the question of a Christian presence in the Middle~East come

up for considerationf Dr, Joseph spcke about the situstion in the Middle~

Eas¥ and about the problem of moking mcre effective the Christian presense

in the area, The followlng is the note presented by him in the meeting,

" MIDDLE EsST WORKING PLRTY

The Stoff of the Eeumenical Centre, Geneva, have special working parties
to study the problems ¢f the Christian Church in the various areas of the
woyld, These working parties meet twiee a year along with representatives

of other Christian Orgonizetions like the World Student Christian Federation,

S ———.

World YMCA, YWC., wWorld Council of Christian Educ~tion, ete, At the last
meeting in May 1968 of the Middle Eost Working Party séveral problems affecting
the Church in the Middle East, especially at this time cf eontinuing crisis

in that area, were discussed, It was agreed that special attention should

be paid immediately to one urgent concern which is set forth hereunder,

The Middle Eost Working Party was very much concerned about the problem
of making more effective the Christian presence 1in the tragie circumstances
of the Middle Zast, The strengthening of the Christian witness of the native
Chriétian population in the area is an ecumenical ccncern of the greatest
impgrtsnce,

: The Christizan population there, which have relations with the World
Counqii of Churches, form three different groups: the Protestant groups
represented by the Near Eust Council of Churches, the Eastern Orthodox
Groups in communion with Constantinople, and the Oriental Orthodox Groups
which are further subdivided on ethnical lines.

These three, almost mutually exclusive, groups have to be brought into
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closer fellcwship and more living communication with one another if they

fre to make the Christian presence in the Middle East real and tangible,
The question is where do we begin, In this connecticn there was a
EBuggestion that the Tspresentatives of the Orthodox Churches who are going
o meet in Geneva in June might be requested to think of this question, So

Enight also the .Fepresentatives of the Oriental:*Crthodox Churches, scheduled

 F#to meet in Dcmascus towards the end of June, be requested to consider this

problem.,
The most important practical suggestion, however, was that all the repre-

sentatives of the Churches of the Middle East who come to Uppsala should be

f brought together at a special meeting and that the problems discussed at the

g Middle East Working Party should be discussed at that meeting., That might be

a first step in the process cf getting the Churches of the area to take

further action to establish a more living fellowship among themselves, and to

organize the structures needed to foster it."

He said that the war between the Arabs and Israel should be the concern
of the Christiams also, Many Christians are leaving the Middle East. We have
to look more seriously into the problem, We have to think of our fore-fathers,
They did not flee from difficulties., They faced them in a Christian way.,
That is how we have to witness to Christ among others, We seem to be always
on the defensive. We are a minority but we should be the salt of the earth,
He also quoted Dr, Blake's reference to the Middle East situation in which he
explained that the Missionary Organizations wanted not an Armenian or a
Protestant presence but a Christian presence there., It is a pity that even
at the Holy Sepulchre things are happening that cannot glorify God, He
concluded that the Christian presence should stand for the purpose of God in
the Middle East,

Then the Genesral Secretary added that the lack of social awareness on the
part of the Orthodox Church is the gre2test problem, A resolution was passed

to this effect, (See Resolution No.9).

Seventh Sessien

Te Relations with Other Churches

Dr, Getachew Haile was on the chair during this session. The question of
Relations with other Churches came up for discussion, The Chairman asked

the General Secretary to explain what had been done so far, The General
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Secretary reported that except his little correspondence with "Syndesmos'
(World Organization of Orthodox Youth Movements), the "Association of
Theological Education in the Near East', the W,C.C. and the RatiaCuCaq,y

nothing fundamental had been done, Work of this type, he added, had been
entrusted to the Cairo branch office. His Grace Mar Theophilos explained
what had taken place in Bristol in the unofficial dialogue between the
theologians of the Eastern and Oriental Orthodox Churches. Ato Mikre Selassic
remzrked that the consensus of opinion at the Bristol meeting was that the
differences between these groups of churches were not so much in their
doctrinal positicns but in the terminology used by them., He added that the

unofficial dialogue between the theoleogians of the Chalcedonian and Oriental |

Orthodox Churches, started at Aurhus (Denmark), was continued during the
Bristol Faith and Order Conference, Agein,iin Heraklion, during the gentral

Committee meetini: the contacts were resumed, Furthermore, it was reported

that in the racent 'Pan-Orthodox Conference in Chemtemy , necar Geneva, & fornel
deeislicn Rad bteen taken by the Chalcedonian Orthodox Churches to start

official conversation with our Churches,

s a result of these discussions and in view of the recent developments,

it was resolved that 2 consultation be organized for the theologians and

scholars of our churches to study the nature of such an official dialogue and

the issues it involved before commencing the official consultation with the

Chalcedonian Crthodox Churches, (See Resolution No, 10).

Amoug other things the question of proselytisation came up for discussien

It was reported th=at the Roman Catholic Church-would be prepared to issue

prohibitory orders against broselytisation if specific instances were

quoted. Dr, Joseph reported that this was discussed in Rome in = consultation

and he was authorized to inform this to the Standing Committee, Bishop Mar

Theophilos reported a similar instance that happened in Kerals,

2., Representative on the Faith & Order Commission

The General Secretgry reported that the Faith and Order Commission had

invited the C€.0.0.C. to appoint a liaison officer to the Commission with the

Status of a resesarch consultant. The duties of the person will consist

of attending the Commission Meetings, keeping in touch with its Wi
receiving Faith and Order materials and sending back to it relevant material
and information.

While considéring the nomination to the Faith ‘and Order Commission of o
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the W,C.C, three names were put forth - Rev. Fr. Paul Verghese, Archbishop
Gregorius of Baghdad and Bishop Gregorius of Cairo. It was suggested that
it would be taken up in the next session so that the members could get
sufficient'time to think of the most suitable choise.

Later this question was again discussed, 4s it was expressed by some
members t at we should try to present new figures in the international forure
His Grace Anba Gregorius of Cairo was elected to represent the Standing

Committee in the Faith and Order Commission., (See Resolution N <11 ).

Eighth Session

1« Reorganization of the Secretariat

This was the budget session and His Grace Mar Theophilos was on the
chair. Along with it also came the question of reorganizing the secretariat,
Everybedyywas token by surprise when the General Segretary made the announce-
ment of resignation as he intended to go abroad for higher studies. But he
was kind enough to agree to continue in office up to June 1969. The Chairman,
together with the members of the Standing Committee residing in Addis Ababa,
was authorized to find out a successor to Ato Mikre Selassie in the post of

the General Secretory, (See Resoluticn No. 12).

2. Budget and Finance

The question of the budget for the next year (i.e. July 1968-June 1969)
came up for discussion, The General Secretary again referred to the
financial strain experienced by him in the last budget year, and requested
that a committee be appointed to draft a budget for the next year (1968-'69),
Accordingly a committee consisting of His Grace Mar Theophilos (Convenor),
His Grace Anba ..thanasius and the General Secretary was appointed to prepare
and present a budget for the general secretariat., (See the budget as item ~
13, 8 & B in the Resolutions),

In the course of the long discussions, the representatives of the
Ethiopian Orthodox Church expressed their streng objections to the unduly
disproportionate gquota of contribution allocated to the Ethiopian Church,.
Dr, Getachew expressed his doubt, in the light of the past experience,
whether even the smaller guotas of other churches would be paid. When all
the members promised to do their best to have the quotas of their churches
fully paid in time, the delegates of the Ethiopian Orthodox Church agreed

to ‘the draft budget presented, And it was passed, (See Resolution 13).
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While discussiing the budget and the ' accounts, members suggehted that
ereafter, all the accounts of the General Secretariat and the Branch Offices
hould be audited and presented to the Standing Committee., The auditing might

e done by the members of the Standing Committee resident in the area., (See

e T i i

Reswlution No, 14). -
3, Date and Venwe of the fifth Meeting of the Standing Committee

When the'issue of the next meeting of the Standing 6Gommittee arose, on f
behalf of the Syrian Orthodox Church of India, Bishop Theophilos extended an z
invitation to hold the meéting at Kottayam. The Sianding Committee expressed
its profound thanks for the kind invitation. But due to the heavy involvement
of expenses for travel, it was fixed for Cairo, subject to an official invita-
tion from the Coptic Church. (See Resolution 15).

On the third day of the Conference, the delegates took part in a pilgrimag
to the Church of the Girdle of St. Mary at Homs and in the inauguration of the
new wing of the Patriarchate building in Damascus.

On Sunday, 23rd June 1968, all the delegates participated in the Holy
Fucharist celebration by His Holiness Moran Mar Ignatius Yacob III, the
Patriarch, at the Cathedral.,

Ninth Session

Adoption of Resolutions

e U ————

On the chair was His Grace Mar Theophilosa

1e & resolution was passed, expressing the deep gratitude to Rev, Fr,
Paul Verghese for the book-let on Easter date and Calendar Revision and
commending the proposals for careful dissemination among the people. (See |
Resolution Ne. 3).

2, The delegates expressed their deep sense of gratitude to His Holiness
Moran Mar Ignatius Yacob III, the Syrten Orthodox Church and the organizing
committee for their generous hospitality and the wonderful arrangements for
the successful helding of the conference. (See Resolution No, 17).

A1l the resolutions of the conference were read and passed.

The Fourth Meeting of the Standing Committee concluded with prayer,

expression of gratitude, and dedicating all of us to God's care and work,
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le Implementation of Resolutions by the Member Churches

In view of the fact that most of the resolutions adopted during the
previous meetings of the Standing Committee were not implemented,

(a) We urge that the Standing Committee members be more eoncerned about
and committed to these decisions angd by means deemed srideble to them, assure
their implementation,

(b) A letter be addressed to the respective Heads of the member churches
expressing the concern of the Standing Committee that mome of the decisicns
have not so far been properly implemented and inviting deeper commitment for
the greater participation in the proceedings and in the implementation of the

various decisions, His Grace Bishop Athanasius of Beni-Souef was asked to dra:

the letter to be presented to the plenary session,

(¢) It was further resolved that a sub-committee should wisit the Heads
of the member churc!

(1 b) above to them,

1es for the same purpose and submit the letter mentioned in

The following persons were suggested to form the Committe«

His Groce Bishop Severius Zakka

1 1t

Theophilos Philippos (Convenor)
i 1 Kerekin Serkissian

Dr. Getachew Haile

Rev, K,C. Joseph

The General Secretary

(d) The follwing is the text of the letter drafted by H,G. Bishop

Athanasius(1®) . andaporoveg by the Standing Committee to be submitted to the
Heads of the Churches,

Letter to the Hea=ds cf the Member-Churches from the Standing Committee

To's His Holiness

From: The Standing Commidtee of the Conference of

Priental Orthedox Churches.
Your Holiness,

Permit us to offer our filial regards and to request Your Holiness's



blessings on us all in the name of the Holy Trinity and of the Virgin Mother,

The Standing Committee at its fourth meeting in June 1968 at the Syrian
Orthodox Patriarchate, Damascus, considered the work of the General Secretari
during the past year and the present situation and d«cided to present to the

Heads of our Churches eertain graove concerns: -~

1« The original expectation was that the office of the General Secretar
in Addis Ababa and the Branch Offices would have been firmly established by t
present time, Unfortunately that has not happened, The General Secretariat
was obliged to drop all staff for lack of funds and the General Secretary
himself had to carry on this work depending on his own privite resources,

The Branch Offices in Cairo, Beirut and Kottayam have not been mueh better
off, ; .

2, Consequently mcst of the publications that had been decided upon eou
not be brought out,

3+ Travels by the General Sec;gt@ry and other persons responsible for
factfinding missions could not be undertaken,

ke The rank ang file of our vorious Churches have so far not been made
- fully aware of the common thinking that has been initiated by the Heads of
our Churches, ®

5« The central administrations of our various Churches have not so far
been fully committegq to fulfil their financial responsibilitdes in supporting
the many-focegd Programme of work envisaged by the Standing Committee,

The Standing Committee, therefore, places before the Heads of our
Churches this brief Teprresentation of the present situation in order to
Secure their active suprort in the #2¥rying out of the duties they themselves
entrusted three Je€3rs ago to the Standing Committee, 1In practical terms, the
Standing Committee would request Your Holiness to order the following things
to be done immediately,

(a) Appoint one Person to be in special charge of all matters concern-
ing the Churches! correspondence and communicatgfons with the General Secretary
and see that replies to inquiries from the General Secretary and the Branch
Secretariee gpe sent within a reasonable time after receiptzguch inquiries,

(b) Make sure that the requested financial contributions to the budget
of the Standing Committee are sent from the Church to the appropriate persons
before the middle of the budget year at the latest.
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With most respectful inquiries regarding Your Holiness's health, and

praying for apostolic bdessings, we remain,

Your Holiness's humble ehildren,
The Standing Committee

2o Circulation ofthe General Secretary's Annual Report

The oral report of the General Secretary was accepted with appreciatic
The Standing Committee expressed its gratitude to the General Beeretery fo:
his efforts to carry out his duties in spite of all the difficulties he
faced and requested the General Secretary to circulate his report in writin
It was also agreed that hereafter the report of the General Secretary shoul

be circulated to members before the meeting of the Standing Committee at
which it is to be considered.

3¢ Calendar Revision

The prelimiﬁary study of the Rev, Fr. Paul Verghese on the Date of

Easter and Calendar Revision in the Orthodox Churches was received with gre

interest and gratitude, Considering the fact that it raised very important

issues and contained fari}eaching practical proposals, it was commended to

all churches for careful consideration and proper discu

ssione It was
suggested also ths

at its contents be presented to the members of our respect:

churches in simple language for information in view of promoting serious

discussions,

b, Report on the Work Connected with the Question of Fasting

With regard to the question of fasting, it was resolved that His Grace

Bishop Athanasius be asked

to continue the work and present a fuller writter
report to the next Standing Committee with special Suggestions with regard

to new lines of developments already undertaken by the various member church

S5¢ Report on the

Work of the Curriculum ang Training Committee

The Report of the
in the form of 2 book,

gratitude ang referred

work of the Curriculum and Training Committee, presen
edited by Rev, Fr. Paul Verghese, was accepted with

back to the Committee for further serious study and
necessary implementztion,

:
1
]
!
1
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6. Instisute of idvanced Theological Studies

'l The Rev., Dr% V.C, Samuel, in a letter addressed to the General Secretary,
had inquired whether the Committee members would reconsider their decision
in concerning the location of the proéosed Institute of Advanced Theological
*® Studies., It was resolved that the Committee responsible for organisation
@ the‘ébove-mentioned Institute take up the matter seriously together with
] the following guggestions:
‘(é) To sec if co-operation is possible with the recently formed "issociar
:] tion of Theological Education in the Near East." (8Bl Es) »
(b) To cormider Haile Sellassis I University (Theological College) as
:] a possible centr? rfor the Institute (where competent scholars could be

grouped as staff mcmbers) together with Cairo, the already suggested centre.,

7« Publication of Pamphlets

(a) ibba Gebre Medrin Gebre Yohannes should produce the pamphlet on the
social and evangelistic work in our Churches,

(b) A time-limit should be set up by the General Secretary in consul-
tation with the concerned persons,

(¢c) Progress reports should be sent to the General S _cretary and circu-
lated among the member churches every three months,

(d) The churches should appoint special committees to discuss the basic
issues to facilitate the work of the editors with the contructive proposals

that may result from the discussions in these committees,

8. QResolution Regarding the Roman Catholic

Church?!a Letter about Mixed Marriages

The Standing Committee of the Conference of Oriental Orthodox Churches,
at its fourth meeting in June 1968 at the Syrian Orthodox Patriarchate,
Damascus, considered the communication dated February 22, 1967 from His
Eminence Cardinal %,Bea concerning the Roman Catholie®Church's recent action
regarding marriages between Orthodox and Roman Catholic partners.

While pointing out that the Orthodox Churches have never declared as

invalid marriages blessed by the priests of the Roman Catholic Church the

decided to revise its old policy in this matter,

3 Standing Committee is happy to learn that the Roman Catholic Church has now
é Nevertheless, the Standing Committee is of opinion that, in a so-called
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"mixed marriage' as in any other, the issue is not entirely, or even primarily
the technical validity of the act of marriage. The whole matter raises very
serious questions regarding the future life of the Christian home to inaugurat
whieh the sct of marriage takes plze, The Orthodox 6aurch considers the
relation between men and wife as a sacred and mystical union similar te the
union of Christ and the Church, Hence the continued unity in sacramental
worship binding tecgether the man, the wife, and their children, is at least

as important as the validity of the act of marriage.

Furthermore, someof the practical arrangements suggested in Cardinal
Bea's letter such as registration of a "mixed'"marriage §n both the Roman
Catholic and the Orthodox Parishes, implying pastoral Jurisdietion of priests
of two separate churches over the same family, are likely to lead to future
complications, not merely in relation to the Christian life of the family,
but also in its relation to the laws of some States.

Therefore, the Standing Committee is of opinion that before the Orthodox
Church com make any new declaration in this matter, there has to be further
study and clarification of issues. The Standing Committee's recommendation,
therefore, isthat a joint commission of Roman Cztholic and Orthodox theologians
and jurists should be set up for further joint study and exploration of the

various issues affecting mgrriages between Orthodox and Roman Catholic partners

9., On the Christian Presence in the Middle FEast

The Standing Committee considered seriously the life and the responsibili-
ties of our respective churches in the Middle East. It expressed its deep
concern for a more effective Christian rresence in the area and requests our

churches to tzke appropriate initiatives in this matter.

10. On Relations With Other Churches

In view of the recent developments, it was resolved that a consultation
be organized for tle theologians and the scholars of our churches to study
the nature of such an official conversation with the Chalcedonian Orthodox
Churches and the tsewss it involved. It was advised that it be organized |
in a year's time before the next Standing Committee meeting and the partici-
apation of experts be assured., The sk of convening this consultation was
assigned to a committee consisting of the Chairman of the Standing Committee,

the Revs Dr. V,C, Samuel and the General Secretary.

[ ————
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11, Nominetion of a Representative to the Faith and Order Commission

World Council of Churches, His Grace Anba Gregorius of Cairo was elected to

In response to the kind invitation of the Faith and Order Commission of the r
E
|

represent the Standing Committee on it,

A5

The General Secretary in his report pointed out the urgent need of reorgani-

zisg the General Secretariat.

Reorgonization of the Gemeral Secretariat

Furthermore, he revealed that due to personal ,

reasons, he wasconmpelled to submit his resignation as General Secretary as from %

June 196

9 at the latest.

It was resolved that the Chairman, together with the

Standing Committee members residing in iAddis Ababa, be entrusted with the task

of the reopganizétisn of the General Secretariat, and the appointment of a

successor %o .uto Mikre Selassie if and when he resigns from his post.

155
A,
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5.

6.

7.

103

1

Budget for the year July 1968 to June 1969.

Expenses of the General Secretariat at Addis Ababa: 1968-169

Description

Part-time General Secrétary
Assistant Secretary
Copy-typist

Office-boy

One Guard

P i

Stationery
Mimeographing
Travelling
Maintenance of ¢f¥#iee,
furniture and machines
Miscellaneous

Total

U.8.8., 80
100
60
36
20

U.S.8. _296___

Per Year
U.S.$. 960
1200

720

L32

240

Loo

Loo

ele)

1100

100 i
ax S0

Annual expenses budget for the General Secretariat ammount to

U.S.$%.6,600.
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B. Allocstion of Contributions to the Budget

—

This should be met by the following contributions agreed to by the
different member churches:

Ethiopian Orthodox Churech U.S.%. 4000
Coptic A ! 700
Syrian " L 600 |
Armenian (Cilicia) " 650
Indian Orthodox Church 650
Total U.8.8. 6,600

Cs DBesides their contributionsto the Head Office of the General
Secretariat in iddis Ababa mentioned above, it was resolved that the Branch
Offices should be responsible for various duties as follows and should obtaiz
the money required for the purpose from the respective churches.

(a) Cario Office:

l. Pastoral work in our churches
2, Monastic life in our churches
Bt Oh pr€§ent practice on Christian education
(b) Beirut - Damascus Office:
T. The history of our churches
2. The liturgical life in our churches
(¢) Kottayam Office:
1, £diting and publicetion of study matzrials
2, Questions related to Christian year and calendar.

(a) Ethiopian Orthodox Church:

It was resolved thot in addition to its contribution to the General
Secretariat the Ethiopian Orthodox Church should be responsible for:

(1) Continuation of the Missionary Project already under way

(2) Urganizing a seminar on missionary activities for our

churches as soon as possible.

14, Presentztion of audited accounts

It was resolved that the expeﬁs?s ef the General Secretariat and the
Branch Offices be presented to the S,anding Committee in the form of audited

accounts. The Standing Committee members might zudit the accounts.
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15. Convening of the fifth meeting of the Standing Committee

On behzlf of the Syrian Orthodor Church of India, a2 kind invitation was

extended. by His Grace Bishop Theophilos to convene the next meeting of the

Standing Committee in Kottayam (India) in May 1969. The Standing Committee i

expressed its thanks and gratitude for this kind invitation, but considering
the heavy travel expenses involved, it resolved to convene the next meeting in
the first week of July 1969 in Cairo, subject to an official invitation from

the Coptic Church,

16, Other Recommendation

Appointment of study groups in the Churches

It was suggested that the member echurches appoint committees or organize

seminars to study such vital issues as proselytism and pastoral care affecting

the 1life of the members of the Churches.

17« ResoXution of Thanks to His Holiness Moran Mar Ignatius Yacob III

and the Syrian Orthodox Church

The members of the Standing Committee of the Conference of Oriental
Orthodox Churches, at the conclusion of the fourth meeting in June 1968 at
the Syrian Patriarchate, Dama;cus, wish to place on record their very sincere
gratitude to His Holiness Moran Mar Ignatius Yacob III, Patriarch of Antioch
and All the East, for the generous hospitality they received from His Holiness
and the Syrian Orthodox Church in Damascus. The members were very happy with
all the arrangements made for their comfort and especially enjoyed the visit
to the Church of Cur Lady of the Girdle and the Orphanage in Homs., We thank
His Holiness as also all the bishops, the Dayaroyos, the organizing committee
and the staff of the Patriarchate who gave generously of their time, energy
and other resources to make the fourth Standing Committee meeting a success.
We will long remember the happy days spent in Damascus. We raise our grateful
thanks to Almighty God and commend the Syrian Orthodox Church to God's richest

blessings.

THE END
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