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F 0 R E V i ' i ' R D

The Four th l4eet ing of  the Standing Conmj- t tee of  the Conference of
or ienta l  or thodox Churches took p lace at  the Syr ian Orthodox patr j -archate

Damascus !  Sy r ia ,  f rom June  2a  to  June  23 t  1968  a t  the  inv i ta t ion  o f  H is
Hol j -ness Moran iv iar  f  gn l t ius Yacob f  f  f  ,  Patr iarch of  Ant ioch and Al l  the
Eas t '  f he  de l ibe r : : t i ons  o f  the  meet ings  wen t  on  smooth ly  as  a  resu l t  o f
the amangements nade in  advance by a local  commit tee consis t ing of  His
Grace Mar Malat ius B.arnaba (cnai rman),  vcry Rev-sal iba shamoon (secretary)
and  o thers  in  consu l tn t ion  v r i th  the  the  Genera l  Secre ta r ia t .

In add i-t ions to the programmes of
k ind1y arranged in teres t ing v is  j_ ts  to
importanoe in  both Damascus and Homso

A  b r i e f  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  m e e t i n g s ,

c lus ions of  the Conference in  Damascus

the  meet ing ,  the  hos t  Church  had

p laces  o f  re l i g ious  and  h is to r i ca l

the  d iscuss i -ons  and  ten ta t i ve  co r -

are g iven in  the fo l lovr ing pages.
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CONFERTNCE OF ORTENTAL CRTHODCX CHURCHES

FCURTH MFqrrlJg_ p4MAscu;l_i

2O :  ?J 'June,  .1958
Pai : t ic ipants

I. cop.tlc or!hodq=._9bgl93

I I .

rv .

SYRIA

1 o  B ishop Athanas ius  o f  Ben i -Souef

S n igq :?I tho,dox._.cligr s$.

1 1  .

1 2 .

2 n Bj-shop s everius zakka af Mosul (vic e-chairngn )

3 o His Grace Gregori-us Ee u*1os Banan, Archbishop of Baghdad

Arnenian Orthodox Church

4 a  R e v "

5 " Retr'o subs t i tu tes  fo r

Bishop Karekin Sarkissian

" .  Rev .  F ro  Mesrob  Ash j ian

.u t Li o pigsi J?i J" lssej_ghsrg!-
6 ̂  i . . 'hba 3eb-re l .4edhin Gebre Yohannes

?. Dro Geiachevr l{ai]-e

Syliaa gftbgdolc Churgh of Inriig

I, Bishtrp'I?reephilos philipos

9. Dp. K- Co Joseph (Vice-Chair-.rcan)

Gener:a-,'- Secretary

10, Ato lflhre Selassie Gebre Aur:anue].

Consultante

F r .  D a t e v  S a r k i s s i a n

Fr o Yephrr :n Tabakian

lh. Ph.j . ]- ips Thonas, Gencral Secretary

Iouth l{ovenent i-n fndia

Er. Joseph r,tend:appil l  y, Seeretary, Christ lan Educatir in

Curriculun Ccsnii tee whrr acted as Recordiqg Secretary

for the c.eeti-ng."

,

the Orthodcx
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" F \ G E N D A

Thursday.  20th June 1958
-
8z1O a.a.  Openins S eesion

(a)  P"ayer

(b) lte].c(jl:e frcs the host Church

(o)  Rela l -y  cn behal f  o f  the Conni t tee

||c.,r Jro-Ll- cal-l.

- (e)  A11, i , i r t r :ent  <. f  ( j - )  Record ing Secretary ( i i )  Draf t ing Coeci t tee

( f )  Adopt ion . : f  Agenda

(g)  Presei : tDt iLn - f  General  Secretaryrs repor t  and d iscusei , .n  thereon.

1 1 : O O  a . n .  S e c c n d .  S e s s i s n

Further  d iscussi -n un the wcrk . j  f  the S tanding Corui r i t tee and the

i r robien c f  get t ing c .ur  Churches canr : i t ted tc  the lnp lenentat ion

uf cluf Ocl- i t :un Curic erl1.

J:  aQ Tr . ,nr  Vis i t  tu  His  Hcl iness M,; ran lv lar  Ignat ius Yac<;b I I I ,

Patr j-arch ,rf  Anl ic,ch and AlJ- the East,

4 : 00 -p. r:4, Ihird S ess ig n

( a )  p c ' p c r t  c n  t h e  q u e s t i ' - n  i f  E a s t e r  d a t e  a n d  d i s c u s s i u n  t h e r e c . n

(b )  Rep- r t  v , r !  Fas t ing  and  d iscuss i ,  n  the re r .n .

5 :  OO p .n .  Four th  ScFs i . ,q

( a ) Repurt un the Curriculun Cer' ini t tee I s wcrk

(b )  Re l ,u r t  u i r  the  fns t i tu te  c f  t tdvanced  Theo log icaJ .  S tud ies .

I r td_ay ,21s t  June  1968

I t  ,O &r rtr Fif  th S essicn

(  a )  Report  v I1 the publ ic  at i , rn  c  f  Fanphlets  by the var i , - ,us Churehes

(b )  Rep. ; r t  regard ing the Arr ien ian Churchrs par t ic ipat ien in  the

wc,rk  uf  the S tanding Cosi : i t tee,

11 :  OO a. .p.  S ix th Session

(a)  Discussicn ( ;n  Cardinal .  Bea t  s  le t ter  abt ,ut  e i red Rarr iages

(b) fhe trrroblen c,f  Christ i ,an preserlce in the Ml-ddle East.
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J:  JO p.  u"  Seventh [ess i , ; .3
(a )  Re ] -a t i -ns  w i th

(b ) Nanination i , f  a

Order Cor:: issiern

- 5 -

c ther  Churches

C o n s u l t a n t  f r i i ; n  C r O r O . C "  t c  t h e  . F a i t h  a n d

t f  the  t r { /a r ld  Counc i l  ; f  Churches .

5: oo p. r: .  El-83!h $qsqion

(a )  Recrgan j . za t i t l n  .  f  t he  Genera l  Secre ta r la t

(b)  F inance ar :d Budget

(c)  Date a i :d  venue r . f  the f i f th  reeet ing , . . f  the Standing Couni t tee.

Saturday.. 22nd, June 1968

8: OO I o,Lrr Trip to Hons

7:  OO f ; r r : .  Par t ic ipat ion in  the inaugurat i rn  -  f  the Patr iarchate

Building.

Sunday,  23rd June 1958

9: O0 f lr ter TLre Holy Eueharist presided ' ,ver by His I{ol iness the

Part r iaroh,

1J;QO a*.  s ,  l { ln t l i  an-d,C1, ls i ;1g SessivS.

( a ) rl'doption .,f resolutions of tbe Standi4g (Oorutittee

(U ) -r.doption ; f  resclut ion c f  thanks tc the hos t Church

2 t3Q p . r - '  V is i t  t o  the  Greek  Or thvdox  Monas te ry  o f  S t ,  Mary

t : ,JO prB. .  Clus ing worship and prayer ,  and depar ture f r r - 'E Dar iascus.
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COiIiFERSI:IOE CF CRrE}ITjiL oRTHoDo;T CHURCHES

: 
Sy: : ian patr iqrehate,  Danascus

OpenLng Sessj-on

The four th nect ing of  the Standing Ceer: i t tee of  the OrLenta l  or thodox
church es wasopened' with - a solenn l jrayer by His f tnace Anba r l thanasiue of
Beni -seuef  at  the Patr iarchate . ' f  the syr ian or thod.)x  chureh,  Dauoascug .
Dr. K.C. Juse!.rh ;-resj-ded --ver the eleeting.

Sishep sevurius Zakka u.f M.,sul welc -.r:ed the partic i.pants cir1 behalf
c f  the host  church,  His  Grace sever i -ue za!*a s tated that  i t  was u 1r : . "uu,r "o
and a lslrf t l ,e6c tu welcone the part icipants in the naee of HLs Heliness
Moran Mar lgnatius Yae;b rI I  r  Patr iaroh . f  Jrnt i .-ch and i i I l  the East. He
addressed the delegutes as foJ- lcws:
trDear Brethren, .

I  have been given a great privi-Iege and hencur t i ,  welesne ybu
behalf ' ' f  Eis Holiness l{ ' .vran Mar fgnati-us Yact"b fI Ir  the patr iarch
antiech and irll the Eas t r at this new buildi.ng .,f the Eius t ano j.ent
Patriarchate -rr this ausi_;isi,-,,us ,-:ccasi*;n , f the 4ttr Meeting c;f i.:ux
Cesld'ttee.

aB y6u are a l l  eware,  Dar iascus,  the c i ty  . , f  sa int  paul ,  has replaced
Antloelr, tJre ancient capital i-,f syrla n and the headquarters ,. f the llcily see
of St- Peter r iaa Et,yed ta Danascus j .n lg|/g by H"H. the present patr iarch,

Harlttr6 Jneu al I here as rei:,resentatives . f the sister orJ-ental orthodox
Chrrrc\ear I brfuht Fage has been added t; the hist.;,ry ..f the Holy see cf
Antieohr

Brethren, at Dr- t lee in the hist,  ry , , f  the christ lan church has there
been 611 deep and si:rcere a desire t i  gather the christ ian denoninati ,-  ns
t i  gether and devel,ep a genuine understanding *f the fact that al l  the
churches she'uld furly cc.-i,erate and unite eff, rts te wards the c;oc g--aL - f
servlng the werd ' f  qld aa i t  is today. since,uur churches share the sa*e
faj'th and ful1 cr,trElunign and have :suf fered t.: gether, thrcugh ,,the ,, sgss i. ; .r,, , ,. :,j

a]-]- on

,-rf

Stend ing
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fer  the sake ' - f  keeping the fa i th  - f  s ,ur  Fathers pure and hel -y ,  i t  ts  due

t i re  t - ,  awak i -  r j , _w and  t . . - , - . c ra te  aga in  s r  tha t  ou r  Churches  nay  f l cu r i sh

end gr-w f r . - . r :  s t rcngth to  s t rength.

In  our  aEt :  i t  i i r ' - i s  the  b less i -ng  . f  G. . ,d  tha t

S e L a s s i e  f  c e l l e d  t i r ' =  C . - n f e r e n c e  . . f  t i r e  H e a d s

C h u r c h e s  i n  ; i d d i s  . - b l b a  i r l  1 9 6 5  t .  s t r e n g h t e n

lJe  hc le  t i :a t  th r -ugh the  r :ee t ings  f  the

His  f r : , :e r iaJ .  l {e .  jes ty  Ha j , l -e

f  G u r  O r i e n t a l  O r t h c d c x

the  l inks  au . .ngs t  then.

S t a n d i n E  C c n n i t t e e  w e  w i l l

c;n i i le te the desi re . . f  qrur  lerd Jesus Chr is t  that  r ra l l -  be -nerr  and fu l - f i l

the reccmiendet i ,ns - f  the Conference.

May the .;fltighty ctd best. w Hls bl-essings ulon ue, and lrtr;r the guJ-dar:ce

of  the Holy Si - i r i t  ] -ead us thr*ugh . ,ur  *eut ings s.  ns t ,  be . . f  f ru i t fu l

s e r v l c e .

Once a6:r in ,  brethrepr l  welcor :e y :u *n behaLf  ,  f  I I is  H( j l iness the

Patr iarch and wlsh y6u a g. -d and c.  c f . r tab le s tay in  ta : rescus.  , r?rank ysu. '

D r .  K . C .  J * , s c a h ,  t l i e  V i c e - C h a i r i - a n  ,  f  t h e  S t e n d i n g  C , - , L '  i t t e e ' ,  , n  b e h a l f

. . f  the ;ar t ic i i -ants,  ex i ressed the 6rat i tude f  r  th€ l rc f -und welcol :e  exten-

ded.  He a1s;  s i .  ted that  His  Grace ;nba sauuel - ,  the chai rLan . f  the col r i t tee,
c-u ld net  be ; resent  cwing t .  busy engage[ents 1n cai rc ;  in  c . - .nnect l i ,n  wi th
the 6rand 1 l th  centenary cer-ebr ; t i . -  n  , , f  s t .  Mark.  Dr .  K.c.  Jvseph recarked:
rrrhe standiirg co::ririttae sh. uld be a ,:.,ving c.. irL,ittee antl it sh.,uld rove with
the work ,f th., i;rc jects thet ,,?e take uir. We stand fcr a new l,;ck ar .,u,.
l - l fe  and t radi t i ' t .  r t  is  f , . r  that  r !1s r l r ; .er la1 i4a jesty  Hal" le  ser lass le r
brought .-jany : f us t- ,rddis ,.-beba-rl

Dr ,  Jcsefb a1s-  ;_er t i -ned the fav ish ar :d 1-v in6 sulp; r t  that  the
Ethiopian c!:'-.rci: is 5ivir-5 t, i ur w.:rk. He als., reuarked that it vrcurd be
goc,d tu have d i f fere: - t  i .€rs . rs  t , ,  chai r  the Eeet ings at  d i f ferent  sess i .ns.
ilcc.rrdingly 3isio;: -.t!la::asius f Beni-Souef, Bisho], Theophilco, Rev. trb.
Datev Sark ies ie: - r  - . - \ba G:bre l . ledhin and Dr.  Getachew Eai le  were chcsen tc
chai r  the d i - f fer : : , t  sess l .cae t l i  addi t i in  to  the Vi -ce-Chai  r r .  Fr l  . Ioseph
vendra1pi l ly ,  s€cr . tary  - f  the chr ls t lan Educat icn curr icu lus cougi t toe,
waa aplo inted tLe ?eci - rd i rg Secretary,

?he fol"].,ni:g zere ap.-cirtett t,,. be s drafttng ceBuittee: Eis Grsce
TheophiLcs Phili;;;s .{ c: :ver:cr ) I Rev, Fb. Sarkissian and Dr. Getachew Hai1e.

The Ge:rera l  Secretary,  , . to  Ml-kre Sef .sss ie,  ; resented thc draf t  agenda
alreaaly  c i rcu luted z: :d  i r : .v i ted af terat i .ns , . r  addi t iona.  Sor :e changes were
Eade in the draft =ge:-da acc-rdingl_y.

1
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Seeoad Session

Presenter t j -cn  ' c f  the  * innua l  Repcr t

The wo:rk i f r res re.suned under the chairnanship cf  Bi-shcop cf Athanasius

Beni-S ouef ,

TLre Geral  secretary,  Ato Mikre serass ie,  geve an ora l  r€ i :oaf ,  cn the
ork  u f  the  Secre ta r la t  du r ing  the  pas t  year .  Anong  o ther  th ings  he  sa id
hat  i t  was a1]  yeEr - f  exper ienoe and ex l ieetat  j -c  ns.  He cculd t raveL widely
n the Middle Esst  and Europe,  r ieet  and ct ,nsul t  a l l  the suprer :e.  Heads of  the

Or ienta l  Or thodox Churches.  Go.- ,d  hcspi - ta l i ty  and pronises i  f  ass is tance
were g iven by a l l  o f  then.  r i t  the outset  ,  that  gave scr le  sncr ;urageaent .
so 'e ta€k6 , - . f  the secreter ia t  a t  i idd is  Ababa werc entrusted tu branch of f ice€
at  BeLrut ,  Cai ro and Kot tayan,  Beln6 a profess i r  ia  a theologica l  sduinary,
he ralked only ae a part-tLre secletary.

The ,a't year wea al-E!. a criti,ca?" year t,, tbe Secretariat. The enquilies
fro' the secretariat wele nct reepc'nded to proper)-y ,.r in tire by scre r::e'be.r
churches. Hence slue publ5-cati;ns which were scheduleil to be brcught out
th is  year  c<,u ld not  be d.one,  The secretar ia t  cculd 6et  oaly  I I .g .$"1655.O0
after he toLk charge.. tr.inancia1Iy it ras a critical year.. The GeneraL
secretary wa6 fi,rced tr' dt,ubt whether a1r the senber churches were rear-ly
and ful-ly ccncerr:ed about thie crganisetion.

After the Fresentati-(.n ;.f the repr:rt the fol.Lcwing rer:arks were nade
on it by scEe j;articiijants.

f,le cirace Har I*reo pb r.-r.i s i Ee are aleeFly grateful t;-. the General secretary
fcr the great rcrk .one anal the f?ank report r:f the statenent of affai"s..
lhe gituation' j.s il isappointing anat frustrating.. Five year€ ago re 'et ia
Atldl s Ababa rith great hopes. We thought a new age was beginning.. But we
have been itupeil in that hope. We have to slt and think aLoud to dieci,ver
waya and rieanB. 3e have to think serit:usly rf the desirability of the
Ass-c iat ion-

-Eir'-c. l""cEE the churche€ by and large aliar n(.t extr re6€ tbeir ccncern
f,or uitnos.ing to the Goepel. rt i.B a great thing that the orientar churches
dld a€,t have tr: unsay anything in their dcc trina] fcrculati one. Fut we
shouLtl not always be lockiog back. we have tc lock ariund and f.rrward. lTe
ars thg saLt .,f, the earthr 'rre have to recalture the epJ.rit cf the Apostros.
Re.alJ.y actlve. cooperatica cf the Orthoalor Churches le.neccasary...

t
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l r ,  G e t e . c h e v u  r e r : a r k e d  t h a t  w e  h a v e  t c , f u s t e r  t h e  i - d e a  . - f  c c l - r  r  e r a t i , . n

in  the r : ,enber  churches,  He ex l ressed great  regret  at  Lur  nat  get t ing d-wn

tc doing n i :s t  o f  the wLrk prev i , ru6l "y  agre,d u} ,on.  He 6ug6ested that  we have

to reth ink ouf '  dec is i0ns.

Fb.  Sark iss j -an :  l l ' Je  have no t  s€r i . ,us1y  taken t h e  d e c i s i , . , n s

t i e d  u p  w i t h

t h e  l l a s t ,

L lany <; ther

O I

s ol ' o recver  the  r * renbers  . r f  the  Stand ing  Conr i i t tee  are

a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e i r  d i c i c e s e s .

He sug, - ,e ,s ted  tha t  the  ques t ion  shsu l -d  be  taken up  when the  uer :bers  c f

the  Stand i -ng  Cor - l - r i t tee  r :e t  the  Heads o f  the  Churches  a t  Ca i ro  and Up l rsa la .

A f t e r  a  l o n g  d i s c u s s i o n  a  r e s c l u t i o n  w a s  i : a s s e d  t c ;  t h i s  e f f e c t .  ( S e e

R e s o l u t i o n  l l o ,  1 ) .

Vislt to His Holiness the Patri.arch

i t t  tz45 p.n.  I l is  Hol iness Mr] ran Mar fgnat ius Tacob f I I ,  pat r lsrch of

Ant l -och and r tJ l  the East ,  grac iously  granted the delegates an audience.  His

Grace Bl -shop . i , thanesius welc;ned His Hol - iness on behal f  o f  the Standing

Connl t tee,  He rer :arked that  at  Addis  . ibaba peopJ-e looked forward wl th great

expectat ions and hopes fcr  a  s t rong rev iva l  in  cur  Churches in  the near

future.  We have now r :et  und 'er  the foof  c f  the pai r iarchate of  the Syr ian

Orthodox Church to eeek fur ther  ways cf  reashing cur  goals"  The He3d cf  th is

4te*iout Church is highty conpetent tcr glve us leadership,

Hl .s  Hol iness the Patr i . . i rchrs Address
rrllle are very gl-ad. to see you in our patriarchate. l 'ri e are very haply

that  you accepted rur  inv i ta t icn and cal fe  to  s tay here for  a few days.
You know very well that cur church is tbo raet ancient one and is consideretl
to be the fi-rst shurch established.. But due to soee calar:ities we fost nuch
in the ljaat centuries. our desire we! to see a1l. the oriental- orthodox
Churches gathering together and studying their coanon problens 60 that they
nay cone to a gocd.  understsnding.  Af ter  our  insta l la t ion as patr iarch we
sent tvuo Metropolittns to Addis i"baba tc neet Hi-s TnperlaL Majesty tbe
EBperor to convey to hil] our best wishes and e letter requeetlng His Inperia].
Majesty  to  inv i te  the leaders of  our  ancient  churche€ to Addis  Ababa.  Due to.
sone reasonf i  or  other  i t  wa6 postponed fc \ r  soae years and la ter ,  as you know,
we lret at Addie ;-baba 1n the year 1p6J and thuB our desire was ful_filLed,
the Christendlon eonsidered it as an erient of hlstory. We thank God that our
nane and faae is spread everywhere and we hope ln future we will have good

. .
,:.
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frrd.ts fron this neetin6" Such nxeetinge are l*c66sary aud we nust study

wefl the problens of our churches so that vue nay succeed in the future'

Now we thaDk you for coning he"e anal pray for Goalls bl'e€singe and prosperity

upo! you! deliberation€. tl

. .Afte" Eis Holinessrs speech, His Grace Mar TheopbL3-oe brougbt to thc

kLnd notice of flis Hof.iness the saal state of affai.rs pointed out in the

relort  of  the General  Secretary.  His Grace,sair t  that nany things have been

left undone as the proEised quotas of contrlbutLons have not been received

by the Secretariat. Ei6 Grace appeafed to fiie Holiness to give so"-ne thought

to tbl^s reatter when the Heads of the Churohes set at Cai.3o sone ttme next

week, Eis Holinees pronieed bis hearty support and aseured the negbere

' r rould take up the na tter with the Heads of the Churches when he net

Gairo r

th at

then

he

a t

grl-rd se8alon

1 . @
. tbe sub.ject discuesed ln the Second Secsion was contlnuetl under the

Cb.airnanshlp of Eis Grace Mar iheoplL.Loe. Much tine .tss eBent on coneitlering

t..or the rreaber churchee could be nade nore aware of tbe need of the C.O.O.C.
' ryre leport of the General Secretary wsa accepted and he wss waroly

longratulated fbr the epJ.entlid york carrietl out in epite of great flnanoial

etrain and dLfficulties. It was resolved that the General Secretary be asketl

to present his report  in wri t ing in the future. (See ResoLut ion No.2).

2.  Easter  Date

he prelininary study book-l-et on the Dste of Easter atd Cal-endar

ReriaLon, preparett by Rev. Fr. Paul Verghese, was d.istributeal to the Be&ber6.

After over-alght etutly of the subject, the roatter was aliecussed and the neet-

lng ilecialeal to clrcuJ-ate the proSoeale anong tbe menber churchee for futther

6tuat anal Gl.scuesion. (See Reeolutisn No. J).

t. flx6 Orestion of FaatinR

A report ras ora].Iy presented by Eis Grace Blsbop Athanaslua of, Benl-
gouef oa the quoBtl,oa of fa6tit1g, It was noted that only the Copttoa and

the EthLoplan Churches had responded to the qt.D lLdti 1t!: fo:ruarrled to al.l,

the chwches, and that thl-e report was baeed on the ansrere received froo

these two churchee. f,e nentionetl that it wae too difficulf, at tbJ.e stage

to Eake changea or rdllicatione in the observances a:rd orac.tl,cee of ,Jaetfut g

nor prevaillng in theee 
'tr6 'churcheer : ,Iti rae..IrriLnted. ririt thats€one rlatll

chur^hec'. had ailready effected' eertai-n,, trodi,fLcationg ,1rI,,.,,.,,tbe

a



rbservance of  fast ing,  fn  the l ight  of  the d iscussion,  Eis  Grace Anba

rthanasius was requested to continue the work and trlroduce a final- report in

,he next  ueet ing enbodying not  onJ.y c le ta i ls  of  the ex i -s t ing pract ices in

tast ing but  a lso su6gest i -one for  nodi - f icat ions to nake l i turg ica l  } i - fe  nore

toarl,trgful in order to cany our young fol-k al-so with ue. (See Resolution

$ o "  4 ) .

f'ourth $ession

t .  1 .  Crr r icu lu: t  Coo$i t teets Worh

The work ing  o f  the  Cur r icu lun  Comrn i t tee  was taken up  under  the  sha i rman-

{sh lp of  Rev.  Fr .  Datev Sark i -ss ian.  fu .  Joseph Vendrappl ] . ly ,  Secretary of  the

Culr lauLus.  Conni t tee,  presented the pr in ted copies of  the reFor t  o f  the last

Cuniculum Consultation rbioh, ra6 held at Antelias. lhe book, which was

edi ted by I r .  Paul -  Verghese,  was accepted wi th gr : t i tude and 
"efexred 

to the

Comui t tee for  fur ther  ixxr le  nenta t  io  n.  Dr .  K.C.  Joseph buggested that  the

Curr icu lun nust  be such as to inculcete s  sensi t iv i ty  in  the chi - ldren to

hunan needs around then,  ] . ike pover ty ,  i l lness,  i1 ] - i teracy,  etc .  Church

his tory nust  not  be the h is tory of  controvers l_ar  but  the h is tory of  what

God has done and i -s  doing in  the h is tory of  nan.  (See Resolut ion No.  5)

2.  Inst i tu te of  r idvanced Theoloei -ce l  Studies

the quest ior  of  the Insr i tu te of  , ,dvcncr- .d  Theologica l  Studies cane u; :

for  d iscussion.  Rev.  V.C.  Sanuel-  had been entrusted wi th th is  task.  As he

could not  be ; - resent  he had sent  a le t ter  to  the General  Secrdtary.  The

re lsant  !ase:ges in  the le t ter  were le jd  in  the neet ing.  He inqui red vrhether

the con: : i t tee r ie j : l '5ers would reconsider  the i r  dec is ion concern ing the l -ocat j .on

of  the proposed l : is t i . tu te of  . idvrnced Theotogicr l  Studiesr  ln  v iey i r  o f  the

recent orl,el! i:_ t::e li iddl-e-Esstr Dr. K.C. Joseph stid that we have five

theolo6ical colle3es ::nd vre should find out whether the Institute fcr il i lvcnceil

Ttreolegical Stutiies cou-Ld be Locsted in any one of these Theological Colleges

ia such a way 3e :o =- iye i t  e  s tanding in  univers i ty  c l rc les,  Fr .  Sark iss i -an

asked whether  co-c_er : t i ,o : i  wi th  the recent ly  f . ; rned r r r iseociat ion for  Theolo-

glcal Educetior-. i:. t:e liear iast'r woul-d be ]:ossible. ft was also suggesteal

that  Eai le  Se3. lass ie f  -J : - ivers i ty  (The Theoloeica l  Col lege)  should be consic leret l
as a possib] -e ce i : t re  fcr  t re  Inst i tu te.  The General  Secretary nade nent ion
of  the le t ter  thst  le  received f ron the Secretary of  the Associat ion of
theologlca l  Educet io l  i : i  the Near EaGt.  (See ResoJ.ut ion No.  5) .  : .
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abba  Gebre  Medh ln  p res ided  over  the  Sess ion ,  The  repor t  on  the
publ icat ion of  parn 'phlets  by the var j -ous churches carce up for  d iscussion.
on  th i s  i ssue  i t  r vas  repor ted  on  beha l f  o f  F r .  Mesrob  Ash j ian ,  who  was
en t rus ted  v r i th  the  pub l i ca t ion  o f  the  pamph le t  concern ing  the  h is to ry  o f
our  churches,  that  he is  urork ing on i t  and a progress reSror t  wi l l  be sent
to  the  Genera l  Secre ta ry  in  due  t i rne .  f t  wes  a lso  repor ted  tha t  the
panphre t  by  H is  Graee  Mar ; i thanas ius  Ephren  concern ing  the  l i t u rg ica l  l i f e
w a s  a l s o  g e t t i n g  r " u d y "

His Grace l " lar  Theophi los expla i -ned what  had happened in  the
c h u r e h  o f  r n d i a .  ' . t  a  r c c e n t  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  s y n o d ,  a  n e w  b o o k  o f
p rayer  fo r  l a i t y  was  c i r c -u ra ted  fo r  ca re fu l  s tudy .

There was no repor t  regard lng the prog.ress in  tba work re lated to the
publ icat icn of  the panphlets  soncern ing (1)  sonast io  L i fe  in  our  ch l rchcs,
(a)  our  ex is t ing t i reo logi_cr l  educat ion,  ( f , )  our  Fresent  pract ice on
Chr is t ian educet ion,  (4)  b i rectory of  our  churct res,  and (5)  t t re  soc i -aL and
evangel is t ic  work in  our  churches.

Ib.  Sark iss ian vraated.  that  the pal rph] 'e ts  to  be lub l ished by the churchca
sh,ould contain $rl:at rvas happening in the rnenber churches.

?he repor t  o : :  o i r r  ; resent  pract ice of  Chr l -s t lan educst lon which wss
lresented to ti.e Sta::ding Connittee ,.n the forn of ,Aplenalix f in the Repo"t
of  the Edi tor ia l  ard l ra in ing Couni t tee wa6 accepted,  I t  was then resolved
that  in  order  to  rvo icr  dupl icet ionr  i t  shour-ar  b€ Teferred to the secrerary
of the Curri.cuhlrx axd tbaining Corunittee, tr.r. Joseph VendrappilLy, for
fur ther  ac t io ! .

Dur ing  the  1 .3s t  con fe rence  Dr .  Ge tachew was  en t rus ted  w i th  the  work
of  nominat ing sonebody to br ing out  a panphlet  on the socia l  and €v 'ngel is-
t ic wirk ln our cb':"rrcires - But ea no nomins t ion has been nade so f ar nRev'  t rb '  Gebre l iedhin Geb' re Yohanres was requested to take up that  work,(See  Reso lu t ion  l i o .  7 )  .

on the quest iq l  o f  br tnt l rg  out  a Di rectory the General  s  ecre tary
brought  three th i : igs to  the not ice of  the corrmi t tee.  He said that  i f  thework is  to  be ef fect ive ly  done serabody should t raver  to  gather  in format ion
rrom the ehurches a:d there nust  be responsib le comp4i t tees in the var ious

Or thodox

d  a i l y
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cburches to respond irro1..erLy to enquiries and a fund has to be founcl for
the6e.  Ee said th : t  Heads of  the Churchee shoul ,d be requested to aplo int
a responelb le body for  th is  in  eoch chur fh.  At  th is  JuuOture Rev.  J : . .
sabkisEian descr ibe.  rehat  he ha.  'one in  h is  church to br lng out  a Di rectory
of  the Arnenlan Chuxch.  H1s Grace Anba j l thanssLus was requested to dr t f t
a  le t ter  to  be sent  to  the f ieeds of  the Chu] |ches in  th ia conn€ct ion.  (See
RssoLut ion No.  7 & a lso No,  1) .

2a.

Then c ame t 'e  ques t ion of  the repor  t  reg-srd ing
par t ic ipa t ion in  i l re  work of  the s ta  nding commi- t  tee .
the  coprn i t tee  shou ld  no t  go  in to  in te rnar  a f fa i r s  o f
same t ime  the  commi t tee  expressed  i t s  g rea t  concern
sugges ted  tha t  i t  shou ld  be  a  mat te r  fo r  p rayer .

SLxth Session

1? MiTed Piarr j_aFes

fn th is  sess ion the wol .k  was resumed under  the chaj_rnanship of  His
tnu"  le t te r  o f  Card ina l  j \ ,  Bea  da ted  February  ZZ ,

c f  the  churches ,  and  re fe r red  by  the  E th iop ian
s tand ing  comn i t tee ,  v {as  taken  up  fo r  d i scuss ion ,  The
in  the  Commi t tee  by  Dr .  Ge tachew,

rrfout Eoliness,

One of tbe canonical rules cf the Eoly Rouan Cathol_io Chufch, fronwbich oaly the Eoly See coul-d dispense, rendered inva.i. the narr.age of aRonan Cathollc rhj-ch sae uot cel_ebrsted by a Catholic priest. this 1awhad eone unple:eant consequences in the ca6e of narriage betrrreen a cathor.icand a nenber of aB orthodox Church. Since narriages of thie ki.nd werebeconLag nole aunerous the Second Vctican Council. decided to 4hatgathie
teurpo faf as i.t affecteal eriental CathoLics narryin' an Ortb, iox, ilftertwo yeara of errlerience r it ha€ becoue apparent that even thls ilesi'ioncaused grave difficultie. in that it estabtished e alifferent canonical
rltuation for oriental and weEtern Catholics o! this point, at the verytine when this tlr1re of aarriage was increaelng in the we6t, wh€re more andnore Orthodox faitbful are taking up reeidence,

:  -49,,& ,: :esqlt ,  *the Eoly Father,.  pope Fau-L,,v;I , '  laking into. considerati ,oR :;f  ac t that cathol ics and orthodox al ike f i rmly bel ieve that ma*i$ge ie l

the Armenian Church r  s

I t  was  sugges ted  tha t

the  chureh .  Bu t  e t  the

in  the  mat te r  and

Grace Anba Athanasius.

addreseed to the Hesds

Orthodox Church to the

ent i re  le t ter  Hts read

1 96?'t
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sacrarent  inst i tu ted by Chr is t ,  Our  Saviour ,  has taken the fo l lowing_
deri-sion' tr'or the futrrre, when a c:tholic narriee an orthodox, the nali',tc
le  vcJ- id  r  as 10ng as i t  is  cer 'ebr3ted before e sacred Min is ter ,  whethes th i !n ln is ter  is  a Cathol ic  pr iest  or  an Orthodox

::::^:*::'.::"^::::: n""""",n,,o"; ;; ";;;;"_il';:'""ill. j3" jll."l"..
lenber of u:e Catholic Church urus t celebrate his namiage before a Catholicpr iest .  Hqwever,  as has just  been said,  the fact  that  th is  ruLe nray not  beobserved no longer  renders the narr iage inval id  for  the case in  which i t  isceLebrated before qn Orthodox pr iest .  Fur t l l€

:;i"T: :::;i"" ::Tsu 
or na*iaeea between #ffi"':".";:;":::":"::;'*"

r.u hr,s prudent s.uas",.u,.,l ::'r:1;::r:::T:: 
rlo& the seneral rure and, i.r

celebrete his narri:ge j.n the orthodox church 
alfow the catholic party to

the hope rhar rhroush t""r ."""r" .^: : : : . : "" : : "  
bv an orthodox ;r iest .  r t  is

paator nrill take care .;::':::t-:.]"lo"t": 
the cathoLic pastor and ure orthodorpastor  wi ] . l  tak6 cal 'e  that  rha .  

- -  - - " " " "u la6Eot  and the or thod

of  both par ishes.  
;hat  the ma* iage is  proper ly  entered in  t t re  regis ter l

- l l : : : : . : : :" ; , : : ;  

: :" : :1"", 
disposit ions, the Holy Father hopes rhat'.;;; ;;:'":::I;"n"f"",ff:b e t w e e n  C a t h o l i c s  n n r : l  A n r L  ^  : -  -between ca tho l i cs  and or thor r ,nv  , . . . . , . '  r - -  

vv r  uce !  rne  occas ion  o f  s t r i fe

rore, l t is hoped rr.- l l l : l ] :-:]tt: ' lonser 
be so ror the ruture. Further-

";:;.'"iri;,rI::b i s h o p s  c a n  d e v e l o n  i n  , ,  c r . - r - r . , - ;ffi;JT::;'Jil ::;:::.;t h e  c o n c r e t e  a t r p l i c - . f _ . i n , " ,  z e  ! r
t h e  c o n c r e t e  a p i j l i c : : t i o n Gf  these  d lspos i t i ons  and  w i th  re 'a rd  to  the

cause  fo r  d i f f i cu l t y  i n  th i s  na t te r .
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lVe are p lea.sed to in forn your  Ho1j .ness
of  th is  decree,  whieh vr i1 l  be publ ished ong:o in to ef fect  o : :  l {areh 25t  19GT, the feastFLessed Virgin i.lary.

o f  the  con ten t , s  end  the  sp i r i t
Saturday, February 25tn a$d wiLL

o f  t h e  A n n u n c i a t i o n  o f  t h e

the  deeree  i s  j o ined  to  th l s  le t te r ,
es teem and  f ra te rna l  l ove  in  Chr i s t

r i  eopy of  the of f ic i -a ] -  Lat in  text  o fWi th the express icn of  ny respect fuJ-
Jesus , Our Iord, f  rea3in , Iour..  Hol iness ,

i

i

i

] i .

j l

it
i l

$i
fi
iil

It
JJ

Tours very s incere ly ,

! \ .  Beg.  r r
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D1lr Joseph described the difficul-tles in makl.ng F Fngno{rneeuent in L}re

mat te r ,  fho  ch ' l nge  in  the  Romen Cetho l i c  sys tem was  recorded  w i th  s i , ,ec ia l

in teregt .  ,1 !  Courn j - t tee cL,ns is t ing of  Dr .  K;  C.  Joseph,  Fr ,  Senkiss lan and

Dr .  Ge tachew was  rsked  to  d iscuss  the  ques t ion  fu r the r  and  Dp ,  Joseph  was

asked  to  d r r : f t  e  le t te r  ccnvey ing  the  concern  o f  the  S tand ing  ConnJ- t tee ,  to

be handed over  to  the Heads c ' f  the Or ienta l  Or thcdor  Churehes,  Tbe le t ter

d ra f ted  by  Dr .  KeC.  Jose i - rh  wss  d iscussed  and  opproved  by  the  S tcnd i .ng

q)n lo ! . t tee r  (See  t l : e  le t te r  i n  the  fo rm o f  Reso lu t ion  No .  Br )

I
I

2-T Chr ls t ian heser lce 1n the Middle-Erst

After this the question of o Christl-an prqgenoe ln the lvlJ-ddLe-East gnne

Up for considerction, Dr, Joseph spcke about the sltuation 1n the Midtt'l e-

Ea6t and about the problern of ncklng nxclre effectlve the chrl-etlan pleson?e

l'a the arear The foLlowing is the note presented by hin Ln the ueetl-ngr

IIIIDDIE E,.IS T TIORKXNG PJIR TT

the staff o, ,r.uffi heve epecral worklng pcntioo
to etudy the probleras cf the Chrisll:n Church l-n the varlous areas of the
Ito?].dq These working parties reet twlGe a yea! a].ong with representatives

ofiother Christi:-.n Org:,nizatlons Like the llorl-d Stuclent Chrlstian Fecleration,

WaFId f t lc , \ ,  IJC. , ,  , ;or ld  Councl -L of  Chr ls t lan t rducr tLon,  etc .  At  the last

oee, t {ng in  i l&y 195E of  the Middl ,e  E:rs t  workLng par ty  sevexal  problens af fect io{

tbe churc l  i r  t l -e  i l idd le lost ,  especia l ly  at  th i -s  t lme cf  oont inu lng cr is is
i r t r  that  arect  r rer .e d iscussed.  I t  was agreed that  specia l_ at tent lon shoulc l
be i ra ld J-nnedi : te ly  to  one urgent  concera urh lch is  set .  for th hereunder.

The Mlddl-e !:st ,forking Party was very nuoh concelned about the 1_robl-ea
of  naklag mcre ef fect ive the chr ls t lan presence 1n the t raglo c l rcunstances
of  f ,he Ml 'dd le : -ast .  The st rent tbening of  the chr ls t lan wl tness of  the nat lve
Chr$eti.an populctio: in the a"ea is an ecunenlcal cc,ncern of the 6::eatett
lnpbr t :nee,

The Chr is t ic-  populat lon there,  whloh haye re lef lons wl th the Wo:rLd.
counoJ'1 of churcl:es, forn three dlfferent groups r the prrotestant g:,oups
lepreEented by the ; ;e?r  E:st  Counci l -  ; f  Churc l res,  the Eastgrn Orthoalox
Groupa ln connunior- witL Constantlnople, end the Oriental Orthodox croupF
wbich ale further s::bdivided on ethnical lines.

These three,  afnrgs l  nutual ly  exc lus iven groups have to be brought  in to
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c l o s e r  f e l l u w s h i p  a n d  m o r e  l i v i n g  e o m m u n j - c a t i o n  w i t h  c ) n e  a n o t h e r  i f  t h e y

r e  t o  n a k e  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  i - r e s e n c e  i n  t h e  M i d d l e  E a s t  r e a l  a n d  t a n g i b l e .

T h e  q u e s t i - o n  i s  w h e r e  d o  w e  b e g i n .  I n  t h j - s  c o n n e c t i c n  t h e r e  w a s  a

ugges t ion  tha t  the  3 - ' i r resen ta t i ves  o f  the  Or thodox  Churches  who  a re  go ing

o  meet  in  Geneva  in  June  migh t  be  reques ted  to  th ink  o f  th i s  ques t ion .  So

g h t  a l s o  t h e  . r b p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  O r i e n t a l ' O r t h o d o x  C h u r c h e s ,  s e h e d u l e d

t o  m e e t  i n  D i r n a s c u s  t o w a r d s  t h e  e n d  o f  J u n e ,  b e  r e q u e s t e d  t o  c o n s i d e r  t h i s

problem.

the nost  inopor tant  prect ica l  suggest ion,  hovrever ,  was that  a l l -  the repre-

sentat ives of  the churches of  the Middle East  vrho coae to uppsala shoul -d be

brought  together  at  a  speciar  ueet lng and that  the problens d lscussed at  re

Mfuld le East  work ing Far ty  should be d iscussed et  that  neet ing"  That  n ight  be

a  f i r s t  s t e p  i n  t h e  l J r o c e s s  c f  g e t t i n g  t h e  C h u r c h e s  o f  t h e  e r e a  t o  t a k e

fur ther  act ion to estab_l ish a more l iv ing f  e l - lowship among themselves.  ard,
o r g a n i z e  t h e  s t r u c t u r e s  n e e d e d  t o  f o s t e r  i t . t r

Ec 6aid that  the war between the Arabs and rsrael  ehould be the concern
of  the chr ie t i -arg a lso.  Many chr is t ians are Leaving the Middle East .  t le  have
to Look nore ser iously  in to the p lobl -en.  we have to th i -nk of  our  fore- fathers.

Ihey d id not  f lee f rom di f f j .cu l , t ies.  Tt rey facrd the& in  a Chr is t lan way.
That  is  how we have to wi tness to chr is t  anong others.  we seem to be a lways
on the defensive.  : , re  are a u inor i ty  but  we should be the sal t  o f  the ear th.
Eo a lso quoted Dr,  ts lakers reference to the Middle East  s i tuat ion in  which he
explalned ti-at t:re l.l issionary Organizations wanted g! ,, Arnenian or a
Protestant  l rese: :ce but  a Chr is t ian predence there,  f t  is  a  p l ty  that  even
at  the Holy Selu lc i : re  th ings are happening that  cannot  g lor i fy  God.  He
concluded that  i l - .e  c i : r is t ian presence should s tand for  the purpose of  God in
the Middle !ast .

Then the Ge:- - ' ra l  secretary added that  the lack of  soc ia l  awareness on the
pal t  o f  the OrtLodox cr :urch is  the gre3test  probre ' .  A resolut i -on was Da66ed
to thLs ef fect .  (see Resolut l -on No,9) .

Seventh SeeeiEn

1. Rglat ions tryi th Ct:er Cl:urcires

Dr ,  Ge tachew i i a i te  was  on  the  cha i r
Relat lons wi th other  Churehes came up for
the  Genera l  Secre ta ry  to  exp la in  wha t  had

t o

dur lng , thLs sess ion.  The ques t ion

discussion.  The Chairnan asked

been done so far .  The General

o f
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Secretary repor ted that  except  h is  t i t t le  correspondence wi th f lsyndesnosr l

(Wor ld Organizat lon of  Orthodox youth Moveuents) ,  the (AssociatLon of

Theol ,ogicaL Educat i -on in  the Near Eastr ! ,  the W.C.C.  and the tL. t i .C.C.  r
noth ing fundamenta l  had been done.  lvork of  th is  type,  he added,  had been
entrusted to the cr i ro  branch of f ice.  I I is  Grace Mar Theophi los expra i -ned

what  had taken p lace in  Br is to l  in  the unof f ic ia l  d i -a l -ogue between the
theologians of  the nastern and or ienta l ,  Or thodox churches.  Ato Mikre se lass i (
remirked that  the consensus of  opin ion at  the Br is toL neet ing was that  the
dl f ferences between these groups of  churches were not  so much ln  the i r
doct l ina l  pos i t ioas but  in  the tern inol -ogy used by them. He added that  the
unof f ic ia l  d ia logue between the theologians of  the char-cedonian and or ienta l
or thodox Churches,  s tar ted at  . iurhus (Dennark) ,  was cont inued dur ing the
Br is to] .  Fai th  and Orc ler  Canference,  Agr inr : . . -1n Herakl ion,  dur ing tbe drnt ra l
Connl t tee neet i -n l ;  the contacts  wexe xesurded.  Iur thernore,  i t  v /as repor ted
that  in  the tccent ' :Pan-Orthodox Confexence in  Charbcry 1 near  Geneve,  a f ,orael
tcr is{ca r te  k .oen taken by the chalcedonian or thodox churchee to s tar t
of f ic ia l  conversat ion wi th oux Churches.

.hs a resul - t  o f  these d iscussions and in  v iew of  the recent  develop&entsr
i t  was resolved t l -a t  a  consul tat ion be organized for  the theologians and
scholars of  our  c i turches to s tudy the natuxe of  such an of f ic ia l_  d ia logue and
the l -ssues i t  invor-ved before commencing the of f ic iar -  consur tat ion wi th the
Chalcedonian Ortbod.ox Churches.  (See Resol_ut lon No,  1O).

'Lno:r6 ot l rer  th ings the quest ion of  prosely t isat ion cane up for  d iscu.€ ior l
I t  was re;or ted t i r : t  the Roman Cathol ic  Church wouLd be prepared to lssue
prohib l tory  orders against  prosely t isa i ion i f  speci f ic  instances were
quoted '  ] r '  iosepl :  repor ted that  th is  was d iscussed in  Rome in a consur- tat ion
and he ryas at : i :or ized to ln form th is  to  the Standing Conr: r l t tee.  Bishoo Mar
Theophi los re;cr ted :  s ln i lar  instance that  happened in  Kera ls .

-I
_]

' ]

tl
' ]

ll
. ]

:l
, ]

:r
fr
I

tl
*r
fr
tl
n
n
n

2 , R e p ! e s e n t  r t i v e the Fai th  & Order  Commi-ss ion

The Gener=i  sacretqry repor ted that  the Fai th  and ora ler  conoi 's ion had.
lnv l ted the c.c .c . : .  to  appoint  a  r ia ison of f icer  to  the co&nias ion wi tb the
status of  a  rese:re l - -  consul tant .  ?re dut ies of  the person wi l l  consis t
of  a t tendLng tLe lor in iss ion l " leet ings,  keeping l "n touch wi th i ts  work,
reeeivl'ng Faith a::c Crder r:rateriars and sending back to it relevont ,,ateriar-
and inf,o?nation.

i / fh i le  consid '€r i r -g  the nominat ion to the Fai th  and order  commi-ss ion of
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the I I { ,  C.  C '  three nanes were put  fcr th  Rev.  Fr .  Paul .  Verghese,  archbishop

Gregorius of Baghdad hnd Bishop Gregorius of Cairo. I t  was suggested g:at

i t  would be taken up in the next session so that the members could qet- . . . .

"u t r ic ie t t t  
t ime to th ink of  the most  su i tab le choi re.

Later this question wss agai-n discuesed. Ae it was exp"esseil by sone

henbers t. at vie should try to present new figures in the international_ fc,rurr r
Eis Grace Anba Gregoriue of calro vras eLected to represent the standing

coonittee in the Falth and oraler cooaiesion. (see Fesolution No. 11).

Elehfb Seeeion

1.  Reorganizat ion of  the Secretar j_at

llhie uas the budgei eession and Hi.s Grace Mar TheophLloe wao on the
'ehallr' Along with lt also canre tbe question of reorganlzlng the eecretsrLato

Ererybod3lywae taken by surprise when the General Seg!.tary nade the announcs-

dcflt of reeignatj-on as he intended to go abroad for higher etudles, But he

wae kind enough to agree to continue in office up to June 1p6p. The Chairnaa,
together with the members cf the stanaling conaittee residing i-n Addi6 Ababa,

as authorized to find out a successor to Ato Mikre selassie ln the Doat of
the General  Secret*y.  (See Re"solut ion No.  12) .

2. &rdeet and Finance

The question of the budget fo" the next year (1.e. Jd.y f 958_.fune 1969)
cane up for discussion, ihe GeneraL secretary again refemed to the
finirncial strain erIrerienced by hin Ln the last budget year, and xequested
that a concittee be appointeal to clraft a budget for the next year (196g_t6g).
According\r a counittee consisting of His Grace Mar ?heophilos (Convenor) r
Ela Grace anba 'ithanasi,s and the Generar, secretary was appointed. to prepare
and plesent a budget for the general secxetariat. (see the buatget as itea i
f 3 r l A  !  i n  t b e  R e e o l u t i o n s ) .

rn the course of the long discussions, the
Ethioplan orthodor clrurch expressed thelr strcng
disproport ionate quota of contr ibution al located
Dr, Getaehew expresad his doubt, in the l ight of
whethen even the smaller quotas of other churches
the members prorniaed to do thelr bes t to have the
fully paid j-n time, the delegates- of the Ethiopian

i'ru+o .'th'e draf t -budiget 'presented* And 1t:' ' wa's Beissed,

represen ta t i ves  o f  the

ob j ec tJ-ons to the unduly

to the Eth iopian Church.

the past  exper ience,

would be paidr itrlhen al].

quot as of the j-r churches

Orthodox Chr.rrch agreed
' (S e e Resolut j-on 13) .
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Wbj.f.e discuttsiing the budget and tbe : accounts, &embera suggelted that

etreafter, ali the accounts of the General- Secretariat and the Branch Offices

u;1d be audited and presented to, the ,standing Conunittee, The aud.i t ing uoight

done by the members of  the Standi -ng Conmlt tee res ident  in  the area.  (See

esolut ion No.  14) .  
r_

t,  Date and Venrie of t4e f i f th MeetlnF of the Standlng Counlttee

When the;. i .ssue of the next neeting of the Standi-ng Oomnj-ttee arose r oo

i6e!a1f of the Syrian Orthodox Church of InilLa, Blehop Theophi}oe extentleil an

tbfitation to holtt the neetiag at Kottayan. Ttre Sranding go'h {ttee erpreseetl

lig lirofountl thanke for the kind lnvitation. But due to tbe beavy Lnvolrenent

idf, exlonees for travel-, it was fixed for Cairo, subject to an officlal invlta-

tl.oD fron tbe Coptic Chur;h. (See Resolutlon 15).

;.',. On the thiril dlay of the Conference, the del-egates took part 1n a pilgrinag

i$o.:ttre Church of the Girdte of St. Mary at Hona anal in the lnauguratioa of th€

liiafi *,ag of the Patriarchate buil-ding in Danascus.

, Oo Sunilay, 2Jrtl June 1968, at1 the delegates participated in the Ho).y

&rcharist cefebration by Eis Holineeg Moran Mar Ignatlus Iacob ffl, the

Patrlarch, at the Catheclral.

Ninth Session

A(loption of Resol-utions

On the chair sas Eis Grace Mar TheophlLo6

1. A resolution was paeeecl, e:rpreesing the deep gratitude to Rev. -trb.

Paul Vergheee for the book-let on Eaeter ilatc and Calendar RevlaLon antl

connenaling the propoea1s for carefuf- dieeenlnation anong the people. (See

ResolutLon lto' 5).

- 2' Tbe ileilegates erpreesecl thei' deep sen6e of €fati-tude to His EoliDess

llotan Ma:r Ip.atiua ltcob III, the S]4rLaE Orthodox Church and the organizl,ng

cornn{ttee for thcir gerxerouc hoepitality antl the wonderful- arrangenents for

the suocessful bcili l i-ag of ihe conference. (See Resol-ution No. 17).

A3*L the reaol-utlons of the conference ivere 
"ead 

and paesetl.

The Fourth lleeti-ug of the Standing Conl'|ittee conc].uded with prayer,

expre6Eion of gratltude, antl dedicating a]-l of us to Godre care and work.

t
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E  E , s  o  L  U  T  I  o  N  S

l . ernentation g{_,lesolut ions b the Member Churches

rn v iew of  the fact  that  most  of  the resolut ions

previous meetings of the standing corqmittee were not
: ' '  (a )  i i l e  u rge  tha t  the  s tand ing  conmi t tee  members

and' '  e-onmit ted to these decis ions and by mesns deemed
,':tbefu. l-mplenentation.

- 
(h) A retter be aalarre'.ed to the respective Eeads of the menber churchea

d*lroseing the concern df the standing connittee that rone of the deoieions

.,t3te, 
a"t sb far been properly lnplenentert and inviting deeper conaLtnent for

tle greater participatton ln the proceeilings anal in the lnplenentation of the
iFf,{oue 

tleciglons, Hls Grace Bishop Athanasius of Beni-souef was a6ked. to erra:
!hg, .letter to be presented to the pLenary ses61on.

. 
' '(c) rt was further resolved that a sub-coruxittee should .?i-sit the Eeads

of the nenber churches for the sane purpose and suboit the letter nentioned in(1 b) s66tr to then- lhe fo110wing persons wexe suSgested to forn the coaeitte(
Eis Graee Bishop Seve?iu6 Zakka

'r I Theophilos phll.ippos (Convenor)
tr rr Kerekin Ssrkissi.an

Dr. Getachew Eal..]-e

Rer, K,C. Joseph

The General  S e cre tary
(a) lue foLh*1ng is the text i- : f  the letter drafted

Athaaasr'e(ttD} -'rndapptored by the standing comnittee to
tseads of the C1rurches.

s f rom the Standln

adopted dur ing the

impLenented,

be more Goncerned.  about

snl.tOl;le to them, assure

I[, G. Bishop

subni t ted to the

by

b e

Els llo].iness

Ihe Standing Conmiftee of the
iriental Orthodor Churches.

Eoliness,

Perndt us to offer our fi-li-ar regards and to

Conmittee

I

C o n f e r e n c e  o f

four

request lour Holiness re
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essings on us a l l  in  the narue of  the Holy Tr in i ty  end cf  the v i - rg in Mot i ier ,
l he  s tand ing  commi t tee  a t  i t s  fou r th  nee t i -ng  in  June  1968  a t  the  sy r ian

or thodox patr iarcheter  Danascuar  considered the work of  the General  secretar i
dur lag the !e6t  year  and the present  s i . tuat ion and .q. rc ided to present  ta  the
Eeads of  our  Churches rexta in grave concal ls :_

1 '  rhe or ig inal  expectat 'on was that  the of f ice of  the Generel  secretax
Ln Addi6 Ababa and the l,.3ngh offlces iould have been firnly estabr-ishea by tpresent  tLne.  UnfoI tunate ly  that  has not  happ.ened,  The General  Secret r r ia t
was obl i 'edr  to  c l rop a l l  e taf f  for  lack of  funds and the Gene"al  secretary
hLnself had to carry on this work depending on his ovrn privite resources.
l te  &anoh Of f ices in  ca i - ro,  Bel rut  and Kot tayal r  have not  been nuob bet te l
off.

2 .  Consequent ly  ncst  of  the publ icat ione that  had been dec j -dect  upon cou.aot be brought out.

3 '  bavels  by the General  seoSe. t iery  and other  persons responsib le forfach f ind ing  m iss ions  cou ld  no t  be  under tcken .
4.  fhe  rank  and f i le  o f  our  v : - : r i . , r ^  c r ru rches  have so  f : r  no t

f u L l y  a w a r e  o f  t h e  c o r n n o n  t h i n k i n g  t h a t  h a s  b e e n  l n i t j - e t e d  b y  t h e
our Churches. G

5.  'he centr3L adein is t r : , t ions cf  our  var iou '  Churches have not  so farbeen furly co'n'tted to fulfi-r their financial responsibili tfes in supportingthe nany- faced prog,ranne of  work envi -s lged by the Standing Coanl t tee l
?he standin. -  conui t tee,  therefcre,  praces before the Heads of  ourChurehes th is  i , r ie f  representat ion of  the present  s i tuat ion in  order  toe e c u r e  t h e i r : c t i v e  s u

entrusted three -:e:rs 
':;:":"l.:t;rfi;::":#lr::.:t"r:"::;:rl::l 

:::ff:t;:standlng connittee eour-d request your Hor-iness to order the for.rowing thingsto be done i,,r,"edi: ie1y.
(a) Appoi::t o::a

lng the churchesr  
"or"" " "uoo 

to be in  sFeciaL charge of  a l l  nat tere concern-

and see thar replies ,:":ilH;:.";:.;'il:":::::;'.::::ril ffTl ff;:;"""secreta?lat. it. ss-1 rithin a reasonabLe tlm( - ^r
(b) Make s,.*e t::t the requesred ,r"Jr:it::";ffi::a::":"T:T;":.

of the Staading. Co=::iti
berore the ,ruu,." *-,j:',:;:";";:,:T f: ::;::.'" 

the approprlate pereon.

been r : rade

H e a d s  o f
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W i t h  m o s t  r e s l l e c t f u l  i n q u i r i e s  r e g a r d i n g  Y o u r  H o l i n e s s r s  h e a l t h .  a n d

pray ing  f  o r  apos toL ic  b } .ess ings  r  w€ rema in ,

Your  } loL iness  t  s  humbl -e  rh i ld ren .

T h e  S t a n d i n g  C o m m i t t e e

2 . C i r e u l , a t j - o n  o f t b e  G e n e r a l  S e c r e t a r y r s  / i n n u a l -  R e r t
[ h e  o r a l  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  G e n e r a l  s e c r e t a r y  w a s  a c c e p t e d  w i t h  a p p r e c i a t i c

The standing commit tee expressed i ts  grat i tude to the General  l rcretary fo :
h i s  e f fo r t s  to  ca r ry  ou t  h j - s  du t ies  in  sp i te  o f  a l l -  the  d i f f i cu l t i -es  he
faced  and  reques ted  the  Genera l -  sec r :e ta ry  to  c i r cuLa te  h is  repor t  i n  wr i t i r
r t  w a s  a l s o  a g r e e d  t h a t  h e r e a f t e r  t h e  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  G e n e r a l  s e c r e t a r y  s h o u L
be  c l r cu la ted  to  members  be fo re  the  nee t i i ng  o f  the  s tand ing  conn i t tee  a t
w h i c h  i t  i s  t o  b e  c o n s i d e r e d .

3, Calendar Rev.i .sion--
The pre l im inary  s tudy  o f  the  Rev.  Fr .  pau l  Verghese on  the  l - r : ' te_  oJ

E " " t " "  
" " d  

C u f . " a r  i "  t h  w a s  r e c e i v e d  w i t h  g r e
i ' n te res t  and  g ra t i tude '  cons ider ing  the  fac t  tha t  i t  ra i sed  ve ry  impor tan t
l ssues  and  eon ta ined  fa r -?each ing  p rac t i ca l -  p roposa ls ,  i t  was  commended toa l l  c h u r c h e s  f o r  c a r e f u l  c o n s i c l e r a t i o n  a n d  p r o p e r  d l s c u s s j - o n 1  T t  w a s
euggested a lso that  i ts  contents be presented to the nenbers of  our  xespect :cburches ln  e iaple J-anguage for  in fornat ion in  v 'ew of  pronot j -ng ser iou.dlscuEsion6.

4.
t{i r regard to thr

Ershop a!!s;1a6ius be ":-I";:'::"li"ll" iil-;":; ;:: ;:::*','l:ir::."ff ;:,report  to the :ext  Starto new lines ., u"""r"il]::.':il:::;"J:::,::::T; il:T::il: H:":""T:""

r
I
i

5.

The Repor i  o f  t : : e  work  o f  the  cumicu lum and  r ra in ing  conmi t tee ,i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  z  b o o k ,  e d i t e d  b y  R e v r  F r .  p a u l  V e r g h e s e ,  w a s  a c c e p t e dgra t i tude  and  re fe r .ec  back  to  the  conn i t tee  fo r  fu r the r  se r ious  s tudynecessary  inp le re -  t  =  t i o r .

pr  es en

wi th

and
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Ins_t i tu te o{  j ._r , 'dvanc ed Thgq}ogica l  ,  S tudies

the Rev.  Dr ' :  V.C.  Samuel ,  ln  a le t ter  addressed to the Qeneral  S.ecretaryt

had inqul red whethes the conni t tee nenbers would reconsidel  the i t  dec is ion

concern ing the locat ion of  the profosed Inst i tu te of  Ac lvanced Theologica l

Studies, . ,  I t  was resolved that  the Conmj- t tee responsib)-e for  organisat ion

of  the above-  nent i  oned.  Inst i tu te take up the nat ter  ser iously  together  s i th

the f o.liowing suggestione :
' (a)  To se. ;  i f  co-oL,erat ion is  possib le vr i th  the recent l -y  forned r rAssocia"

t i o n  o f .  T h e o l o g i c a l  E d . u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  N e a r  E a s t . r t  ( , 1 . T . E . N . E ' ) .

(b)  to  cor t i i l . r  Hai le  Se] . l -asele T fn ivers i ty  (Theologica l  Col - lege)  as

a posstb le eentre t 'or  the fnst i tu te (where competent  scholars could be

grouped as staf f  members)  together  wi th Cai ro,  the a l . ready suggested centre.

7.  Publ icct ion of  Panphl-ets

(") jr.bba Geb?e Medhin Gebre Yohannes should produce the pauphlet on the

socia l  and evangel is t ic  work in  our  Churches.

(b)  A t iue- l in i t  6hou1d be set  up by the General  Secretary in  consul - -

ta t ion wi th the concerned persons.

(c)  Progress repor ts  should bg sent  to  the General  S^cretary and c i rcu-

Lated among the nenber  churches every three nonths.

(d)  The churches shoufd appoint  specia l  conml- t tees to d iscuse the basic

l -ssues to fac i l i t : - , te  the vtork c f  the edi tors wi - th  the contruct ive proposal .s

that  nay resul t  f ron the d iscussions in  these conni t tees,

8.  Resolut ion Regarding the Ronan Cathol - lc

Church!; Letter about Mlxed MarriaAes

The Stanal in8 Corni t tee of  the Conference of  Or ienta l  Or thodox Churchest

at  i ts  four th neet ing l -n  June '1968 at  the Syr ian Orthodox Patr larchatet

Damascus,  considered tbe cormunicat ion dstod February 22r  196? f ron His

Eninence C{rdinal :i.Bea cor,cerning the Roman Catholis}Ohurch I s recent action

regard ing marr iages betwee!  Orthodox and Ronan Cathol ic  pr f tners.

VrlhLle pointing out th:t the Orthodox Churches have never declared as

inval-id uarrieges blessed by the prieste of the Ronan Catholic Church the

Standlng Corurittee 5.s happy to learn that the Ronan Catholio Church has now

decided to reviee its oltl l lolicy i-n this natter.

il
t
{

:

Never theless,  t i re  Staading Cornmit tee i -s  of  op in ion that  r  in  a so-ca11ed
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'rgixed na*iagetr as in any otherr the issue ie not entireJ"y, or evea prinarily
the technica l  va l id i ty  of  the act  of  narr iage.  The whole nat ter  ra ises very
serious questions regerding the future life of the chri.stian hone to lnaugurat

.whirh the .ect of marriage takes p1ae. the Orthodox Oi:urch considers the
reLation between nan ancl wife as a sacred and nysti-cal uni-on s 'ulraf ta the
union of Christ and the Church. Hence the contj.nueal unity j-n sacranentaL
worshlp b inding tc ' t ther  the nan,  the wi fe,  and thei r  eh dren,  i6  at  r "ea6t
as important  aF the val idLty  of  the act  of  narr iage.

tr'u?f,hereo?e, soneof the practi"caL amangenents suggested in Cardj.nal_
Beats le t ter  such as re8is t rat ion of  a  r rn ixedlnarr iagc 

1,1 both the Ronan
cathol-ic and the Orthodox parlshes, inpLying pastoral Jlrl,aitlotloa of prieets
of two separate churches over the sane f ani.r-y, are r,ikely to l-ead to futur€
conplj'cafione, not nerely in rel0tion to the christisn life of the fanilyr
but  a] 'so in  i ts  re lat ion to the ] .aws bf  6one States.

Ttrereforer  the standing conei t tee is  of  op in ion thr t  before the or thodox
chursh can nake any new declaret ion in  th is  nat ter ,  there has to be fur ther
studrr and olarification of issues. Ttle stanari-ng connritterre recorcnend a tion,
thereforef  is that  a jo in t  conniss ion of  Roman c: thol ic  and or thoalox theoLogian!
and iur is ts  shouLd be set  up for  fur tht r  jo in t  6 tudy enal  explorst ion of  the
v3r ious issue.  af fect i -ng n$r iages between or thodox and Ronan cathol ic  psr tnerr

9 ,
The

t i e s  o f

c  onctrn

ehurches

' 1 0 .

c
s tand ing  comrn i t tee  cons idered  se r ious ly  the  l i f e  and  the  respons ib i l i -

ou r  respec t i ve  churches  in  the  M idd le  Eas t ,  r t  expressed  i t s  deep
fo r  3  more  e f fec t i ve  ch r i s t i an  l ; resence  in  the  a rea  and  reques ts  our

to  teke  appropr ia te  in i t i a t i ves  in  th i s  mat te r .

On Re]-at ions * i th  Other  Churches

rn vLew of  the recent  dever-opnentaI  i t  was resolved that  a con.ur tat ion
be organlzed for t:e theofogiane and the scholars of our churches to stuary
the nature of such an offior.al conversation with the chalced.onian orthodox
Churches and the fm it involved. It was adviseal that it be organi.zed
in a yea! ts tinne before the next Stanaling Coumittee neeting and the palticl_
apatlon of experts be assured. Tbe bsk of convening this consur-tati-on was
assigned to a connittee consisting of the Chaj-rnan of the Standing conEittee,
the Rer. Dr. V,C. SamueL and the General- Secretary.
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11. omi-net ion of  a  Re

2 5 s

e s e n t a t i y e  t o the Faith and Order Commission

In reelonse to the kind invitetion of the Falth and Order Conmls6ion of tbe
lilorld councll of churches, His GrErce Anba GregorLue of cairo was elected to
rqpresent  the,Standing Coelr l t tee on i t r

'  :  r j ' :

12. Reorganizat i -on of  the General  Secretsr let

The General Secretary in hie report pointetl out the urgent need of reorgaal.-
. r l i3 the GeneraL secreter iat .  Furthernore, he revealed that c iue to peroonal

reasohs, he waecoapel,led to eubnit his reslgnation as General secrotary as fron
.tune 1969 at the latest. rt was resolved that the chairnan, together aith the
Standlng Corucittee neubers residing in irddiE ilbaba, be entrusteal w:ith the task
of the reoggsnizttt'rn of the eeners]. Secrptariatr anal the appointnent of a
auccesgor to .;ito Mikle Se].asel-e i.f and when he resigne froE his post.

13. Bodg,"t,  fo*. thu, yu"T ,

A.  Exr :gnses of  - the Gen,er .a l  , ,9ecretar ia !  a t  Addis  Abqbei_1968-  t  5?

Descr ip t ion

1.  Par t - t ime General  Secrdtary

2 .  Ass is ta .n t  Secre ta ry

3,  Copy- typ is t

4 ,  o f f i ce -boy

5. One Guard

6 .  P .  T .  T .

7. Stat ionery

8, Mimeographing

9. Trave1-l-ing

1O, Maintenance of CillOcr

furniture and naehines

11. Miscel laneous

fo ta]-

Annual expcnsce budget for

u .s .  $ ,5  r  600 .
the General Secretariat anaount to

Per Month

u . s . $ .  B o
1 0 0

6o

t5
20

u.s.$.  =?96_==-

Per Year

u . s .  $ .  9 6 0
'  

1 2 0 0

720

432

240

4oo
4oo
4oo

1 1 0 0

4oo

348 _
u. s , s.5r5gQ__

,
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lh is  should be met  by the for lowing contr ibut tons
d i f fe ren t  member  churches :

agreed to by the

I
i

I
I ;
[ : ,

l i
I
I ,
I
I
I
I
I
l ,

I
I

I
I
I
I
I
I
I

Ethiopian Orthodox Chureh

Copt ic  r t  f  r

Sy r ian  n  r r

i . rmenian (Ci t ic ia  )  ' r

fndian Ori lrodox Church

Tot  a l

u.s .  $ .  4ooo

700

5oo
55o
65o

u.s '$ '  €r9g9=

cr Besi'des their -coqtrlbutl0se to the Hea. offiee of the Genexal
secretar lat  in r .c l is nbaba nent ioned above, i t  wae resolveal  that the Branch
offlces shouLd be responsibr-e for various dutles as folr-ors ana shoural obtafu
the ooneJr requirear for the purpose frolc the respectlve churches.

(a) car io of f ice:

1. pastoral work i.n our churchee
Z. Monastic life ln our churches
3. Our present pract ice on Christ ian er lucat ion

(b) Beirut  -  Dalrascus Off ice:
1.  The history of  our churchee
2. The ].iturgical ]-ife in our churches

(c) Kottayau Off ice:

1.  Edi t ing end publ icat ion of  stucly nater ia.Ls
2. eueetion's rel_ated to Christian year and calendar.

(d) Ethiopian Orthodox Chulch:
It was regolved thet in adaliti.on to its contrlbutlon to the General-

Secretarlat the Ethiopian Orthoitox Church shouLd be re€ponsible for:
(1) Contlnuatlon of the l,tissionary ho ject al.ready under way
(2) crganizing a senlnar on nissionary activities for our

cb.uaches aE soon as po6sib1e.

14. Presentatioa of audited accounts
It wa€ re6of-?ed tbat the expen.es o! the General Secretariat and the

Branch Offices be preEenteal to the S*anding Co'n'nittee in the forn of auclitett
account.. fhe Standl_ug Coonlttce ncabcra night eualLt the accountB.

t
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'15, Conven-ing of the fifth neetin8 of the Standing Conmittee

On behalf of the Syrian Olthodor Church of India, a kintl invitatioir was

altadded. by itis Grace Bishop fheophilos to convene.the next.neeting of thq

Standing connit tee in Kottayen ( fnaia) in May 1959. The Standing Corudttbe

expreseed i.ts thanhs and gratitude for this kind lnvitation, but considering

the heavy travel expenses involved, it t|aolvod to convene the next neeting in

the first week of itub 1959 in Cairo, qubject to an officiaL invitation fron

the Copt ic Church.

15 ,  Other  Recornmendat ion

ADpointnent of etudv erouls in the Churchee

It wee suggesteal thai the nenber ehurches appoint conmittees or organize

eeninare to 6tudy such vital lssuee as proselytigm and pastoxaL care affecting

th€ ].l 'fe of the nenbere of the Churches.

17" Resolutiop of Thanks to H16 Holine66 Moran llar lgnatLua lacob III

and the Syrian Orthodox Church

nre. l lentberE of  the Standing Comni t tee of  the Conferenoe of  Or lenta l

Orthodox Churehes, at the concl-usion of the fourth neeting 1n ,fune 1958 at

the Syrlan Patriarchate, Duraic.rs, wish to place on record their very sincere

gratltude to Els Eol-iness Morsn Mar Ignatiue Yacob III, Patriarch of Antioch

and r l the Ea6t, for the generous hospitallty they received fron IIie Ho1iness

and the Syrian Orthoilox Church in Dema8cus. The nenbera were very happy with

a]'l the arrangemente nade for thelr confort and especiell"y enjoyed the visit

to the Church of Our Lady of the GLrd].e and the Orphansge in llons, We thank

HLa Holl-nest as also aL1 the bl6hop6t the Dayaroyoa, the organlzing cotrnittea

and the staff of the Patrialchate who gave generously of their tlae, energy

and other reBources to nake the fourth Standlng ConmLttee meat-i:tg I €uGC€Ear

We nLLl long rooenber tbe happy alaye €pent 1n Danascus. We raise our grateful

thaake to A1llghty Goil anil coolcend the Syrian Ortho<lox Church to Godre richest

bl.eeslnge.

THE END

1

i

l,

t


